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Prerended Anſwer 
To' 
W Ps KEY, 


HO” I ſubmit to Controveelis. 

as my Dradgery ,_ not [my 2 

Pleaſure, otherwiſe than as' 

it is my Duty, yet, I canner. 

but ſay,- I am-G{ad that the publick:Cons. © + 

'p tradihion of a Namelefs Author. _ a] 

] a ſmall Treatiſe of mine, called a:X$9 

4. clearing our Principles from vulgar AF 
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” . prehenſions, gives me further occaſion 
ro declare and. juſtifie them to the 
| World. Inthe doing of which, I ſhall 
;- endeavour, with God's Aſſiſtance, ſo | 
*- co govern my ſelf, that my Antagoniſt F 
E ſhall ſee. it has not been in his Power, 
 withrall his ſcornfut and abuſive Treat. 
- ment of me, my Friends, and our Holy 
> Religion, . ro provoke me to any other 
i beds him in my Reply than what is . 
ſuitable to Chriſtianity ; whilſt with 
= great Levity and Prejudice, he will by 


ans allow us to be Chriſtians. 


 - M yy will be ſhort, but I hope 
2 clear andatisfaQory ; in order to which, | . 
#-- 1.ſball obſerve this Method. 


* EF Hi Miflakes in Point of Fatt, and: 
; tbe Uſe he would” make of them. 

IH. Hi Infinuations and Inſincerity. 

WI: . dis Abuſive Terms and Taunts up- 
——_— 7 | L 
IV.. His pretended Anſwers and Interpre- 
"Fations of Scriptnre.. And, 
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V. Our Principles, 


maintained againſt the Attempts of this 


Author , and further Explained and © 


Confirmed for « Publick Good. 


I. Hes Miſtakes in Point of Fat, and 
the Uſe he would make of them, 


He begins his Anſwer with a Paſſage 
meerly perſonal, and not at all relative 
to the Nature of the Diſcourſe, v/z. 
about a Pamphlet, writ in Defence of 


| the Bill for excluding the Duke of York, 


zntituled, A few Words about the 


rouchy Point of Succeſſion :* Teaching. 


That when they had 


the Parliament , 


not only Fuſtly, but Civilly exclude him by 
an Act ; 
uſed this Piece, without judging the Me- 
rits of the Canſe, or the Wittineſs of the 


Argument, I concluded that: W.P. was | 
A 3 A then I 


ſo far as declared, © 
and by Scripture defended in the Key, | 


. made firſt an Addreſs to the Duke to relin- I 
quiſh his Right to the Crown; if he re- "7 
fuſed, then (but not before) they might 


When (lays he) I had per- 3 
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_ berties of his Country. 

Anſwer, But if I may be fo bold with 
this Author, Pray, why then Principl'd 
for Civil Liberties and not afterwards? 
and why this upon me at all ! But why 


? At this Time and upon this Occaſion, of. 
Jo differing a nature, to be brought in 


by Head and Shoulders, as the Proverb 
is? but what if I never writ ſuch a 
Pamphlet? (as to be ſure I did not) 
whar's to be faid to and of ſuch an Au- 
thor in ſuch a Caſe, and in ſuch a Time, 
and to a Man under wy Circumſtances ? 
Ler him know then, That I did not only 
| "never Write ſuch a Pamphlet, but Iam 
” mrec.at Tl do not remember I ever read 
} one of ſuch a Title, or heard of it ; 
Nor was I of that Principle, and there- 
- fore I return the Civility of his Conclu- 
fioa to him again; forI thank God I 
was always ſo much for Civil Liberties, 


| .thatIchought no Man ought to loſe them 


” for his religious Principles. And fur- 
| ther, That they were never to be __; 
: | rec 


-” then « Me principled for the Civil Li- * | 


Matter, wherein he ſpeaks thus: T 
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red by this or that Man, but by a Good © 
and Equal Conſtitution of Government, 
as ſome Papers by me, which ] writ at ' -? 
that time, as well as divers Perſons yet 
living, of good Reputation, can evi- 
dence for me. 

Bat his next Paragraph explains the 


could no otherwiſe reconcile the Folly of 
his Prevarications in the late Reign, than 
by imputing them to his intemperate Zeal 
fo 4 boundleſs Liberty of Conſcience (ac- 
cording to the Dottrine of K, James's 
Declaration). A 
In this he would be Charitable, but -: 
let him firſt be juſt. If therewere no ? 
Prevarications, then there is no need of 
an-intemperate Zeal for Liberty to ſha- 
dow or reconcile them to my former. 
Principles. And IT amfſo much a Friend -. 
to him and his Brethren, that I wiſh *3 
them free from all Intemperance and Pre-. _; 
wvarications too, and that in al! Reigns. © 
And if it be poſſible, or worth while to ' 2 
reconcile him better to my CondaQ, 2: 
let him peruſe my Great Caſe of Liberty 
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' of Confclence, orffited 1671. and my 
- - Letter tothe Eſtates of Embden, 1672. 
' -and my Preſent State of England, 1675. 
and he will find I was the ſame Man 
then, and atted by the ſame Principles. 
Not more intemperate in the Reign that 


favoured it, than in the Reign I contend-, 


ed with, that did not favour it : And 
'no Man but a Per/ecutor, which I count 
a Beaſt of Prey, and a declared Enemy 
to Mankind, can without great Inju- 
ſtice or Ingratitude Reproach that part 
IT had 1n K. James's Court : For I think 
I may ſay, without Vanity, upon this 
Provocation, I endeavoured at leaſt to 
do ſome Good at my own Coſt, and 
would have been glad to have done 
more : I am very ſure I intended, and 
Tthink I did harm to none, neither Par- 
ties nor private Perſons, my own Family 
excepted; for which T doubt nor this 
Author's Pardon, ſince he ſhews him- 
ar ſo little concerned for the Maſter 
of it. | 

Page 8. Our Adverſary miſſes again 
notoriouſly in Point of Fact, . when he 
| Charges 
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Charges me; of Revenging my ſelf dyon 1 
FI.. Faldo and T\ Hicks, be affling of 7 


me 20 Tears ago. |, | 

Anſwer, T had no Revenge in my Eye: . 

when I writ that Key; for *twas writ 
in Pity, not in Anger; to inform and 
not to be revenged. I muſt beg my | 
Reader to peruſe ir, who then canbeft * 
judge if it taſtes of that rank Spirit, -*/ 
and what Spirit this Man is of,. "that © 
ſhews ſuch Indignation atit; as-well 
as ſee how meanly he has performed his 
Pretence of an Anſwer, that meddles 
not with the twentieth Part of it, - tho 
of different Subjects. 

It is not in my Nature to remember 
Injuries 20 Years ago, tho' this Man 
commits them unprovoked : Nor had T 
any Temptation to it, ſince Thad all the 
SarisfaQtion I could deſire but their-Cox- 
verſion, Concerning the firſt, I muſt 
refer my ſelf to impartial Readers ;- and 
of the laſt the famous Barbican and 
Wheeler-ſtreet Publick Diſputes, do give 
this Man the Lye. For at the laſt T. H. 
did not appear, and at the firſt he 
. ſhrunk: : - 


$a; 
\ 


*ſhrunkaway. And if ever any ſuch 
> . publick Diſpute determined with a vi- 


partial, not of our Communion, gave 
it.us. - And for the Encomium he beſtows 
upon them, with the poor [nazan, that 
__defired not to go to Heaven, if. the cru-. 
el Spenizrd went thicher, I mult ſay, 
Let nor my Soul go where their Souls 
- are gone, if they did not heartily repent 
_ of their great Wickedneſs againſt the 
People of God called Quakers, and 
__ . Holy Profeſſion, before they 
ed. | 
A "as g. He faith, The Light within 
 #s no Scripture Expreſſion, and the Nation 
had called nothing the Light within, but 
the Effetts of the perceptive Powers of our 
Minds, that s, ur THOUGHTS. 
. Anſwer, By Nation he muſt either” 
* underftand a Parliament or Synod, for T 
; preſume he has not ſpoke with all the 
Nation. Bur if the Common Prayer, 
E eſtabliſhed by Att of Parliament, have 
” any ſhare in the Senſe of the Nation, 
- or the Synod, or Allembly of —_ 
= Lat 
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that fat between the Years of 4o and 


50 at Weſtminſter, he will find eno-* 


ther Light owned by them, than 
Man's own Thoughts: Which be- 
ing all che Light within that is owned 
by this Oppoſer, I may well return up- 
on him that Scripture, miſquoted by _? 
him, pag. 43. If the Light that is in, |* 
thee be Darkneſs, how preat u that Dark- © * 
neſs ——T ake heed that the Light in thee be - 
not Darkneſs. 

I ſhall conſider his abuſe of Scripture 
in another Place, and ſhall ſay no more 
upon it at this Time, than that this 
Darkneſs.being our Author's Light, he. 
cannot comprehend the true Light; bur 
with it oppoſes the true Light, and 
the Children of it. But that the Lighe 
within ſhould not be a Scripture Expreſ- 


ſion, is very ſtrange: Pray what is E#- * 


lightning but Light within? Can a Man's 
Mind belighted and have noLight there? 
The Light is ſaid to ſhine in our Hearts : 
Can that be, and not within ? But more 
of this when I come to conſider his Op- 
politions tothe Light. 
| Page 
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Page 15,18,19. Notwithſtanding their 

. empty Pretence, the Quakers learn their 
Religion not from the Light within, but | 
 , from one another. T hey cannot name-one of 
; that mas a Quaker,.-that was not made ſo 
by hearing them, .-or reading their Books, th 

' That Guitteriſm is erefted by Art, Me- wy 
tho and Management; by Conſults and 5 
Clubs ; all ſubordinate to « General Aſ- . | 
Jembly, and not . from the ſufficiency. of Q 
' any Principle in themſelves either of C 
Watural or Supernaturel! Donation. 7 
1 

C 

g 

{ 

( 

| 


Anſwer, This is alſo falſe in FaQ, 
there being many that came 1n a-good 
meaſure ripe to the Communion of that 
People, having for the moſt part the 
ſame Sentiment; as all- did from” their 
own Convictions by the fame Principle, 
tho? mediately or miniſterially. Bur if 
this Man had conſidered well, he would 
have ſpared this Abſurdity, for who 
did the firſt Qnaker hear ? He will ſure- 
ly allow us a Beginnizz. However, I 
” would have him know, No Man can fee 
> Divine Truth by another Man's Speak- 
| ing or Writing, but through Divine 

| | | Light, 
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of a Man, yet the things of God knows 


no Man, bur the Spirit of God: And 


Light, that ſhines in himſelf, giving. * 
him the Underſtanding thereof : For +: 7 
tho? the Spirit of Man knows the things —*.; 


Ge 
p 4 


therefore it is upon Convidtion, and :_# 


not human Authority that our Religion *# 


is built. And *tis great Uncharitable- 
neſs in this Opponent, as well as Inju- 
ſtice, to charge a whole People with a 


Confederacy againſt themſelves tor.their 
Temporal Wo and Eternal DeſtruQions. 


That ſo much Sobriety, Patience, Selt- 


denyal, Suffering, Conftancy through 


all Times and Conditions, ſhould be in- 
terpreted Trick, Jugling, Legerdemain, 


- 0 purpoſe to couzen the World and their 


own Souls ; as this Author is pleaſed to 
render them. But to inform him a little 
better, if yet he needs it ; thoſe Clubs, 
as he is pleaſed to term them, that-are 


{ſubordinate to a General Aſſembly, are- J 
not Meetings to define and injoyn Faith. * 
or Uniformity of Worſhip, wherein Con- | 


{cience is more immediately exerciſed ; 
But Meetings of Order and Diſcipline, 


/ 


to. b 


totake Care of the Poor, of Fatherleſs 
' -- and Widows, and that all walk up to 
the Holy Profeſſion they make : Which, 
E  Fhope, is no Argument againſt us, as 
# - if we embraced our Religion by Rote, 
and not by the 1/luminations and Convi- 
=” cops of the Light and Spirit of Chriſt 
© Jeſus. 
”) " Page 52. And W. P. thinks it confe- 
:  fent with the Honour that is due to the 
\ © Scripture to, compare it with Roman 
þ Legenas. - : 
© Anſner, He would have done well to 
have Cited the Place where I had done 
= foill. - I muſt leave it to my Reader to 
> do me juſtice againſt this groſs Writer, 
- Who ſays one of the worlt things with- 
out the leaſt Proof. Iam fure I could 
© no more have been guilty of ſuch an Ex- 
--* preſſion than of renouncing my own 
t Belief; © I pray God forgive him : But 
I would have him remember that he 
” one Day to be judged for this Abule. 

T. come to the Second Head of my 
Reply, viz, 
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WI. His Infinuations and Infincerity. | 3 
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a Pieces, Liberty of Conſcience, to'be / > 
7 ex Jure Naturali, has deftroged all Mo» © 
zality, confounded Bleſſings and Curſes, * 
Good and Evil , ſomewhat worſe thaw 
; Hobbs himſelf; for he only aſſerts « Nas - » 
, tural Liberty, but thu a Divine Privi*s 
—_ lege to do Wickedneſs in the Name of the © 
ord. ff 
| Anſwer, He has not quoted any one 2} 
Book, leſs the Place, where he makes 
me capable of being guilty of ſo dan- 
F gerous a Principle; which, I hope, 
| without being paxtial, I may ſay is ve- 
ry difingenuous, It he can point me to”. 
' any part of my Writings, in Defence 
of that Noble Principle of Liberty, that © 
has not in it a ſufficient Saving to Mo-- 
rality, F will ask bim and the World 
Forgiveneſs; and it it has, TI hope he 
koows whoſe part it 1s to cry Peccavs. 
But to infinuate I writ for Libercy of 
Conſcience, as a natural Right for thoſe _; 
that 7: 3 | 
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** that ſhould plead Conſcience to over- 


' throw it, becauſe I did maintain it in 


b.- Favour of thoſe that kept within the 
{-. 'Bounds of Morality, - is to ſhew none 
| towards me. 

Page 6. He very weakly as well as 
” unworthily inſinuates, a near Relation 


” -berwixt me and the Jeſuirs. Firſt, ſome 


one of the Societymay have at one time 


' or' other had a Title-Page with the 


Words, Miſrepreſented and Repreſented in 
it, which makes up a part of mine, with 
which he is ſo angry; as if Title-' 


þ - Pages were Confeiſions of Faich, or 


that the ſame Words might not be uſed 
by Men of different Perſwaſtons. Ir is 
to ſay, becauſe Miſrepreſented may be 
milapplyed, therefore is not to be 
uſed. Any man may be miſrepreſented, 
mult he not therefore repreſent himſelf 
aright for fear of being a Feſuit ? This, 
to be ſure, gives,a very ill Repreſenta- 
tion of him. 

In the next Place he ſays, W. P. Imp- 
ing the Jeſuit again; he repreſents his 
own Religion as like ours as may be, 


by 
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by the new ſoftning Method of Meaux.  } 

Truly, I don't know what Religion * 
he is of; for he has no more told us 
that, than his Name ; bur a Proteſtanr, 
Iſuppoſe, ar large : And yet I am rea- 
dy to think I can ſubſcribe as many of 
the DodQrines of the Reformation as 


| himſelf. Bur if our Religion be fo like 


it, why does he labour in his whole 
Treatiſe to render ours ſo groſsly contra- 
ry to theirs? Contrary things don't look 
alike, ' for then they cannot Py be 
faid to be contrary. And if we are of © 
ſo ſofrning a Diſpoſition, does he well -; 
to be ſo very hard ? But truly Ithink it - * 
no Fault to have a Religion unlike his, 
unleſs it had more of Sobriety and Chariry 
init. However, the Jeſuits are mu 


beholging to. him, whatever I am, it - 4 


being the firſt Time I have heard their 
Methods efteem'd ſo ſoft : Nor had they 
now had, Ibelieve, that Complement 
from him, bur ro render us Jeſaitical, 
or Popiſh at leaſt. 
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& ©; to gxye the Ferverſion 0 Ua- AT 
dl xg ay then to repreſent it 1u Boy yy 
vocal Terms, after his own Way. | ot 
By which he would have che Reader ? 
think we are 2x{tncere as well as Miſta- th 
ken, and that we have a Deſign «pon our W 
ſelves, to coſen our ſelves as well as the in; 
| World, in the great Buſineſs of Salva- Ai 
 * tion, But what muſt that Man be thar th 
can bave ſuch a Deſign ?: Certainly a he 
Fool to bimfelf and a Devil to others : th 
F Byt then what muſt They be who ren- fig 
.. der Men fo abſurd and impious, only ea nm 
* "dve their evilEods upon their Chara- hi 
= Ser and Religion ? Doubtlefs they muſt }| ». 
{- he.as bad every Jot. | I muſt needs tell C 
him, Thathittile Treatiſe was not intend- _ 
ed for Criticks, but plain and ordinary 
Qoderftandings; to remove Common T] 
and/yulgar Prejudices ; and in a Fami- Py 
"tar Style, and not after the Biſhop of of 
Meewx's Copy, which was performed ro 
with much Addreſs and ExaClneſs. '. 1 /« 
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He ſays, My Terms are Equivoeet. Þ - © 
| am ſure Thave moſtly expreſt my ſelf-ig 7 
'- | thoſe of the Holy Scripture: "Tis aft" © 2 
| gular and unjuſt RefleQtion, to ſay F - 
id it in my own'Way, for it is in - 
[- that Way which- is common to the 
, Writers of our Perſwaſion, and accords -: 
c ing to the Language of the Holy Ghoſt? 7 
- | And it's plain from more Places than 
this of his Book, as p. 23, 41, &c. That * 
he would have that little Piece of mine 
the Fruit of great Contrivance and De« 
figh : I know not why, unlefs that he 
might raiſe the greater Reputation to 
his own Undertaking ; as he tells us, 
2-5- But that will de upon the 
Concluſion, whick will ſhew how 
well he has acquitted himfelf. 
Page 11, 12. He further infinuates, 
That we make the Light within the Rule, 
net only to diref# our Belief and Prattice 
of the Chriſtian Religion, but to diſcover 
ro Men the Hiſtory of the Coming «nd Per« 
1 formances of Feſus of Nazareth, and 
i that he is Chriſt the Lord ; and this withs 
| out the Help of the Scriptures, 
BAN B 2 
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dn his: part: Fortho?-the Light of the 
erpal Word be without Doubt ſuffi- 
cient to reveal or diſcover thoſe Fats 


where. they are not- known, if God. : 
pleaſeth, yer we never faid the Light 


was. our Rule-to that purpoſe, but to 
jadge of that which is. revealed ; or 


that' the Diſcoveries it made were of | 


things Paſt and Hiſtorical; but of things 
immediate and praCtical, as of Sin, in 
Thought, Word and Deed, and-to be 
daily aſſiſted tro live Soberly, Rrigbte- 
oufly and Godly 1a this World : To Pray 
and Preach, and Worſbip God ; which 
relating. to the Service of Jelus, and 
the Service of Jeſus being by him allow- 
ed to be the Chriſtian Religion, the. aſ- 
ſerting of that [Divine Light to be the 


| Holy Rule of ,our Chriſtian Condutt to 


perform thoſe things, ..deferves not ſuch 
abuſive[nſuruations and Innuendo's as this 
Author makes upon us, - | 

 Paze 14. He would have his Reader 


_ believe, as if there were not one Paſſage 


in all my part of that Book called-the 
| | _ Chriſtian 
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=. Anſwer, Now this is very infincere 
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Chriſftien Quater, he can cite before it 
be correfted, both Style and Matter, © 
becauſe he only cites one: which' he ? 
thinks fitto correQ; calling me for'it « 2 
Lewd Author, and what elſe he pleaſes;  * 
But according to his uſual PraQice, he 
has incerted no Page to direct us. where . 
ro find this Aﬀerrtion. 0 If to me he 
thought it not needful, I muſt tell him, 
His Amendment is as needleſs; for 
when I ſpeak of Chriſt, Iſay He, and 
when of his Body, I fay 7: . Not- 
withſtanding he charges me with other 
things: Bur, IT think, through the 
many Books T have written, it will 
never be found my PraQtice or Miſtake, 
whatever may be the Printers. | 

Page 23. Since the Quakers will have 
their Light to be common to all Men, and 


- not natural, there is no ſuch thing in the 


Univerſe, Y | | 
Anſwer, By which he inſinvates, That 
a Divine Light cannot be communicated 
to every Man, and be Divine. Would 
he have ſhewa himſelf a candid Author, © 
one that deſired to have informed and, - } 
| B ; - nor Z 


X53" L 


' - Not abuſed us, he would have firſt in- 
+ fruQted himſelf what we have ſaid on 
| - this occaſion. By Natural we mean meer 
' Man; His Compoſitum or Make ; that is 
| of the Nature of Man, as he is Man: 
| By Divine, what is above Man, and 
*. from Gad, to dire&t Man in all well- 


pleaſingneſs to him. Yer if by natural 


may be meant, that every Manthat's born 
into the World has a Portion of this 
Light or Illuminating Principle to dire 
him in the Way to Bleſſedneſs, I ſhould 
not very much quarrel at the Word, it 
being in a ſort natural to all Men to have 
* $t, becauſe all Men that are born (from 
 . Whence the Ward turbo AS 


certainly have it, as thatſhey are born 
into the World. Sce 
3 Cor. 12. 

Theſe few Inſtances I thought fit to 
give of the unjuſt Inſinuations and Inſin- 
cerity of this Author ; which bripgs me 
to my Third Head, viz. 

IM. His Abufive Terms and T aunts 
upon us. 
| TIndeedalmoſtevery Pageis fraughted 
© with them, My Key is a Pickhock, and 

b. | wo 


oha 1, 4,19. 
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we are Imps of the Jeſ#its : Our Writ- 
ings are Apocryphal, our Phraſes like 
er Gypſte Gibbrifh and Beggars Cant, our 
i Arguments purid So hiſs, our Lead- 
's ing Men a Pack of Juglers, Sophyſtical 
d of Suborned Senſe : Men of Trick and 
| Leger-de-main, abuſing boneſt-meaning 
l | Mcnas Faglers do plain Country Peo> 
g ple : Ranting Cam, and thatTdebauch 
X the Siptures ; - with much more of. 
; this Strain and Style; beſides that Srorn 
| 


and Levity, which very much unbe- 
comes one that pretends to coreCt others 
in Matters of Religion, I would fain 
have this Author to conſider whether he 
| has aQted like one that has any Reve-- 
| rence towards God, or Compaſſion to 
a miſtaken People, ſuppcling us to be 
ſuch. Certainly whether we are in che 
\ Right or no, he muſt needs be in the * : 
Wrong, and hisReligion vain, that has_,_ ? 
no better Bridle to his Tongue or Pen ;- "*y 
Which ſaid ,I ſhall betake my ſelf ro my | 
Fourth Head. 
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Iv. His pretended Anſwers and Interpre. 
tations of Scripture conſidered, 


The firſt Perverſion, mentioned in my 
Rey is p. x. viz. © The Quakers hold, 
* That the Natural Light in the Con- 
& ſcience of every Man in the World is 
« ſufficient to fave all that follow it : 
Which, by the way, after the Fburiſh 
of an Anſwer to the Key (at leaſt as to 
our DoQrine of the Light) is all that's 
cited by him, ſo that my Explanations 
of our Principle in anſwer to this, and 


three other Perverſions upon this Dc- 


Qrine at the ſame time, are not ſo much 
as taken notice of by this Man, that 
pretends to have conſidered them all. 
But let us hear what he ſays upon this 
Perverſion. 

Page 7. This is no Perverſion unleſs 
an Obfeition made againſt a Tenet be a Per- 
werſion of a Tenet, which no Body thinks 
beſides W. P. for we only ſay, T hat the 
Quakers believe that « Natural Light 
3 ſupernatural and Sawing : We miſtake 

not 
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not their Meaning, but oppoſe it 44 an 
Error. 


Anſwer, He that changes the Terms 


of a Queſtion abuſes his Antagoniſt, and 
perverts the Argument, . which is the 
Caſe : For the People call'd Quakers ne- 
ver ſaid, That a Natural Light was Sy- 
pernatural or ſufficient to Salvation; and 
if Natural be not their Term, then it?s 


a Perverſion of their Principle. For 
whether they are miſtaken in their Prin-' | 


ciple or no is not the Queſtion ; bue 


whether their Principle is not miſj ivent ; 


'.. 
CY 
p83 


by their Enemies. This Author ſeems 
to make it Natural in another Place, be-' 
cauſe we affirm *cis Common to all, or 
that All are Enlightned : But this begs: 


the Queſtion in Point of Argument, and' 
will cot reifie or defend a Matter that 


is in FaCt falſe: For beſides that it is 
not fair in any to charge their Conſe- 
quences upon others for Principles, it is 
plain what any Pcople ſay is their Prins 
ciple, is ihe Rule for us to know whe» 
ther what their Adverſaries ſay is 
ſo, be their Principle or not, Sup» 
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- poſe it were true, that what is Com» 
mon is Natural, yet if we do not ſay 
ſd, it is a Perverſon of what we ſay ; 
and as ſuch I give it in my Key. For A 
as I ſaid before, What any People de- | aid 
clare is their Principle, is the Rule for | ger: 
others to know whether what their Ad- | ſure 
verſaries give for their Principle betheirs | nor 
of not: Now whether the Light we call | wy 
Divine be natural or no, ſhall be conſi- | gyr 


”” deredin its Place ; but that a Natural | yh 


+ Light ſhould be Supernatural and Sav. | an 


>=. ing, is not ovr Principle, but cheir Per- }. a; 


= verſion and Contradition. Waving EP 


' thenany more of my Key, which he ou 


pretends to anſwer, he undertakes to wi 
Bate our Religion and Controverlie be- gic 
tween us, in his own Terms and not "n 
" ours; which I will not ſayis a Lewd, | th 


but Foul Way of treating any People or. th 
Opponent, in my Judgment ; and I po 


think I am not miſtaken——his Words m 
are theſe. je 

Page 8. If any thing they ſay deferves Je 
Confideration this is the Point ; and of " 
this they ſay, 1. That the Light within . 


#4 - 
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is the Rule of the Chriftiau Religion, © 
2. That it is God and Chriſl, 3. That .. 
Quakeriſ? m is taught them by it. 

Anſwer, 1 could be glad this Author 
faid any thing that deſerved the Conſi- 
deration of Good and Wile Men ; Iam 
ſure he deſerves theis eproof, that will 
not let us confeſs our Faith in'our own 
Words, nor expreis cur Religion in 
our own way. However, I will obſerve 
what he ſays, as diſingenuous as tt is, 
and not write 40 Pages upon 4 Lines, 


as he has partially cited out of my Key, 


and then call it an A»ſmer. Tt.1s nog 


our way of Speaking to fay the Lighe 3 


within is the Rule of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; but that the Lighr of Chriſt with» 
in us is the Rule of true Chriſtians, fo 
that it is not our Light bur Chrilts Light 
that is our Rule. For in him was 


| life, and that life the light of Jon L. 


meu, Life in the word, light in cg. 
men, and life too where it is obey- pf: 
ed, For Chriſt promiſes the liz ht of life 
20 all that follow Him,the Tree Lig he thag 


entle hrens every man that cometh into the 
. world,. 
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world, - Chriſt himſelf hath made it the 
Rule of his Followers : But he that dorh 


truth, cometh to the light, that his 
ateas may be made manifeſt that they 
are wrought in God. So that 
Chriſtians are to ſquare their Lives by 
the Light of Jeſus, therefore it 1s their 
Rule. It is the Chriſtian Path to Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, Chriſt exhorts his Followers 
to walk in the Light. The+be- 
25- loved Diſciple begins his Epi- 
1 Jom files, as he does his Hiſtory of 
the Goſpel, with the Divinity 
and DoQrine of the Light; telling us, 
That God 7s light ;, that if we would have 
fellonſbip with God, we muſt walk inthis 
light ; and that the blood of Jeſus Chrif# 
cleanſeth thoſe only that walk in this light ; 
and that religion without it is a lye, £ Jo.1. 
To which let me add, That in his Book 
of Revelations, conſonant thereunto , 
he ſaith, That the Nations of them that 
- are ſaved ſhall walk in the Light of 
the Lamb, Rev. 21. 23, 24.) The 
Apoſtle P:ul makes it Univerſal and Ef- 
feftual, in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 


. chap, 


3 John 
3. 21, 
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chap 5.13. But all things that are re- 
roved (or diſcovered) are made maeni- 
feſt by the light; for whatſoever doth make 
manifeſt is light. Now All being reprov- 
ed, All have Light; and ſince that 
Light manifeſts every thing that is 
known, Chrift himſelt was known by 
it, and the Religion he taught, diſcover- 
ed by it, to be of God; and ſuch only 
received him and it, as obeyed this 
Light in their Conſciences. The ſame 
Light is by the ſame Apoſtle ren- 
dred the Chriſtian's Armour ; ' And let us 
p48 03 the armour of light, lays he, /et «ws 
walk honeſtly as in the day, not in rgoting 
and drunkenueſs, not in chambering and 
wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and emvying ; 
but put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
make no proviſion for the fleſb, to fulfil 
the Luſts thereof + Making it the ſame 
thing to. put on the Armour of Lighe 
and to put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
certainly then Chriſt mult be thar Light, 
and that Light muſt be Chriſt, But he 
objects to this DoQrine. 


Page 
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- Page 11. The Chriftien Relipion is no« 
thing but the Service of Jeſus of Naza- 
 reth ———YVVotbing then cap be the Rule of 
this Religion but what diſcovers to ws 
that there is one Jeſus of Nazareth, and 
that he is Chrift the Lord. But never was 
any one man inftrutted by that Light- that 
& in the Conſcience of every Man, that 
there ever wes ſuch ax one as Feſus of Na- 
zareth, much leſs that be was the Lord, 
and leaſt of all what he required of his 
Servants, therefore no Light within, 
common to «ll Mankind, can be the Rule 
-of the Chriſtiew Religion, ſince it was 
never for any Man to learn the 
teeft =_ of the Chriſtian Religion by 
the Light that is in every Man's Con- 


ſeience. 
To the firſt Part of what he ſays, 
That the Chriſtian Religion is nothing 


I ſhall eaſily agree : For the Service of 
Jeſus of Nazererh is the Service of the 
Gad and Father of Jefus of Nazareth ; 
and that is to fear God and keep his com- 
muenaments; to love God above all, and 

| our 
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our neighbours as our ſelves; this is the 
whole duty of Man, Eccl. 12. 13. Matr. 


22. 37, 39. That which Man has todo: - 


in the World for Salvation. 

To the ſecond Part of his Propofi- 
tion, viz. That nothing can be the Rule 
of this Religian bat what diſcovers to PP, 
that there ts one Jeſus of Nazareth, and 
that the is Chriſt the Lord; I ſhall 
likewiſe agree upon DiſtinQtion, LT 


diſtioguiſh then between an Hiſtorical .. I 
and ' Spiritual Diſcovery of Jeſws of . 
and ſo of the Rule by” 


Nazareth ; 
which he and his Service are to be 
known. The Scriptures tell us of the 
Birth, Life, Miniſtry, Death, Refar- 
retion and Afcenfion of Jeſus of Naee- 
reth,' and in brief of the Miniſtry and 
Sufferings of his bleſſed Followers and 
Apoſtles, and it muſt be acknowledged 
to be a great Mercy and Privilege to us, 
that we have them ; but it cannot ſav- 
iogly reveal Chriſt to a Soul ; neither 
can they give us the Soul and Subſtance 
of thoſe things that are thereby declar'd. 
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things, ' but not the things themſelves, 
Ic is the Office of the Divine Light and c 
Spirit of Chrift to ſhew Men theſe} © 
| Secrets ; and to none are they, or can h 
they be known, bur thoſe that walk AY 
according to the Convictions. of it : 


Firſt, i» ceaſing ro do evil, and in deny- fo 
ng all Ungodlineſs and the World's Luſts; ( . "It 


*% then 51 learning to do well, and living _- 
oberly, righteoufly and godlily in this pre- | 
ſent World. Sothatthoſe that readthe ba 
Scriptures of Truth, by which they 


have an hiftorical Knowledge of the ro 
Coming of Chriſt, and fo is:a Rule to = 


that Knowledge, as alſoto the Dodtrines 
thereia expreſly declared, they muſt þ 
come to the Light of the Eternal Word N 
to underftand them, and, to ſee the = 
Glory of the only begotten :of the $ 
Farher, as thoſe of old beheld it, elſe 
the Scripture is as a ſealed Book, Who |. - 
knows God by reading of him, or Chriſt | © 


by reading of him, or Regeneration by 7 
reading of it, unleſs God is pleaſed by. f. 
tl 


co come in upon the Soul, and 


the Light of his Son, the true Key: of 
Devi 
FI open_ 


*%. OS ws ; 
WY "Bs MEE oy, 18. Ig k ; 
"OR Oe ee COIN : PX 1 EE EIT 


£4 


ko 
1E 
44 
1E 
'0 
'$ 
t 
d 
e 
E 
© 
l 
t 
4 

P 
q 
| 
T 


' all to profit with ; to lighten all 


open to it the deep things of God ; ws: 
the New Creation, or the Regeneration 
of Man. Wherefore the Light or Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, which are the ſame; is 
the firſt great Rule; even the Rule of 
underſtanding the Scriptures, which we 
own to be the ſecundary Rule : And we 
{ay, That a Meaſure thereof is given to 


and ſearch and lead all in the 4 '* 
Way of Holineſs, which-is the 1 Cor? 
Way of Eternal | Happpineſs: 77: .. 
His minor Propoſition I muſt 15,2. 
deny, vis. But never was any 


one Man Inſtruited by that Light that it 


in the Conſcience of every Man, That 
there ever was ſuch an one as Teſus of + 
Nazareth, much leſs that he was the Lord, 
and leaſt of all what he required of bis 
Servants. PETS 
Ta this.F muſt diſſent from him, eſpe- 


' cially as tothe latter part; for tho, as I 


have already ſaid; the Scriptures are an 
Hiſtorical Rule, and DoQtrinal roo, fo 
far as they are Plain and Expreſs, yet 
the trucſt and moſt powerkia Evidence 

| £o 


7 EH 
- £60 authorize our Belief of them, is the 
#eftimony of the Light and Spirit of 
the Eternal Word, from whence they 
came-, - and that anſwers to its own. 
© + -'- This the Martyrs aſſerted, as 
$5348! * Zooper, Bradford, Smith, Saun- 
n+ ders, Rogers, &c, allo Calvin, 
Reza, Peter Martyr and Eraſmus him- 
ſelf, refer to it. in proof of the Divine 
| Kuſhoriry of them ; as may be ſeen 1n 

be: Book of Martyrs, as alſoin the Wri- 
+ tings. of theſe Authors upon the Au- 
ho ty of the Scriptures. But if the 
Light we contend for does not oras- 
agrils." reveal the Hiſtory of Jeſus 
Chrit , who dare ſay it cannot do 
ſe.* Ts it not more reaſonable to fup- 
Þbſe-that there may be no abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity.of-it, ſince then God would have 
left much the greateſt Parr of the 
World, without the Means of Salvation? 
Yet:ifit reveal that which he command- 
ed: his Servants, both to praQtiſe and 
preach, it overthrows his Propoſition, 
and plainly proves that rhe Soul and 
Subſtance 


his 
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of 'what. Chriſt commanded: 
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his Followers, is revealed, more or leſs? 
to all People, in all Nations, by this *' 
deſpiſed Light within. And beſides 
Experience, which I ſhall anon come 
to, the Holy Scriptures ſpeak as much ; 
for ſays the Prophet Micha (Mich. 6.8.) 
God hath ſhewn to thee, O man! what # 

. good; and what doth the Lord require of 

| thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, 

and to walk humbly with thy God? Here 
is both Duty and the way to underſtand 
it. Now this Duty and Service is the 
Serviceof God, and ſo of Jeſus of Nas 
zareth, who cane to teach Men {o ta 
do, vit. To do Juſtly, love Merty, 4 
walk humbly with God, , The way to 
know and do this is God's illumination 
of Man. GOD HAS ſhewn unto 
thee, O Man! How does God ſhew 
Man ? Whatſoever makes manifeſs is 
tight, ſays the Apoſtle Paul to the Ephe- 
fiens, Eph. 5 13, 14. So that "tis by 
the Light of the Word, by which he 


made all things, that he ſhews unto 
man all things neceſſary to Salvationg 
viz, What is good, and nhat he requires 
KEE of, 


& bim: What Service, Homage and 
Obedience he expeAs. So that here 
we have both the Univerſality and Suf- 
ficiency of the Light. Correſponding 
herewich is that great ſaying of the 
ſame Apoſtle to the Romans, Rom. 1.19. 
For that which may be known of God i 
manifeſt in them, for God hath ſhewn it 
wnto them. Which way, I pray, does 
God manifeſt the Knowledg of himſelf 
in Men, but by the Light of the bleſſed 
Ward, by whom he made Man, and 
without whom nothing was made that 
is made: In himwas life, and that life 
the light of men, and this is the true light 
that enlightens every man that comath in- 
zo the world, John 1.4,9, 

Now that the Chrittian Religion 1s 
this Duty, Service and Knowledg of 
God, we may fatisfie our ſelves, from 
that bleſſed Sermonof Bleſſings, preach- 
ed by Chriſt upon the Mount, Marth. 5. 
Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit ; bleſſed are 
they that mourn (for their Sins, and for 
want of feeling Peace with God ;) 6/eſ- 
fed are the meek; bleſſed are they that 
hunger 
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hunger and thirt after Righteouſneſs ; 
bleſſed are the Merciful ; bed % HA 
Poor in Heart ; bleſſed are' the Peace» 
Makers; and bleſſed are they which 'are 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake: Tf 
theſe States were blefled, and thoſe uns 
der theſe bleſſed Qualifications, then to 
be ſure ſuch were if the Service of Je» ' 
| ſus of Nazareth, tho? he was not then. 
offered up, and that they knew not his 
Hiſtory. Now that all have a Light to 
ſhew them the Happineſs of theſe States, 
the Univerſal Teſtimony of all Ages 
and Nations aſlyres us; and to deny it, 
is to ſay the Sun did never ſhine, ſince 
there was a Man in the World. 

The ſame may be ſaid of the reft of 
his excellent Szrmon : As that we ſpruld 
ſeek God, in the firſt place, and truſt Pro- 
vidence for the reſt, and live by Faith tn 
his Goodneſs : Be charitable: and devout 
without oftentation : Not ſo much as Luſf 
tn the Mind, but ſpeak T ruth without an 
Oath ; bear Abuſes, forgive Enemies, be 
ſparing of cenſuring others, and finally *? 

fo, as well as hear the Word of God, andta - 
; C 3 alt - 


#11 Mqn ai we would be done ts. Theſe 
| excellent things, more naturally, and ex- 
cellently expreſt in that Sermon, than 
in the Writings of the moſt enlightned 
Gentiles, are yet to be found up and 
down in the account given us of their 
Lives and Doftrines by Strabo, Laertius, 
Flerbert, Stanly, Cuaworth, and my part 
of the Chriſtian Quaker. By all which 
it may be ſeen, that the bleſſed Word, 
' who did himſelf preach fo plainly and 

fully, yet conciſely, this admirable 
DoQrine, had enlightned thoſe Gentiles 
with great Knowledge, and inftructed 
them therein, and that, ſeveral hun- 
{ dred Years before he came in the Fleſh. 
' TI hope the keeping of theſe Commands, 
and obeying the Precepts of Jeſws of 
- Nazareth, will be allowed to be the Ser- 
| wice of Jeſus of Nazererh, or elſe no- 
 thiongis ; andif fo, then I muſt con- 
| Elude, he may be ſerved and obeyed of 
| thoſe that ,are not acquainted with 
his coming in the Fleſh , and beco- 
ming perſonally an holy Minifer 
among the Jews, and, in concluſion, 

| £nS an 
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Cx "i 
an holy Ofring for the World. Ft 
it is very - poſſible that 4 Mani tifay 
receive Benefit by 2 Medicine, . © 
whoſe Compoſition he my be igtio- 
rant. And in General Pardons it is hot 
commonly known by thoſe that ſen+ 
ſibly - have the Advaritige therebf ; by 
whoſe Favour and Advice the Prince 
was influericed to grant it. | 
Since then Humility, Metcy, © Pitts 
ence, Purity, brotherly Kindnef, Fxittt 
in God, Hope of Life Etcfnaly Ghificy 
to Men, doing as a Man would be dbne 
toand that with a diſtin& and religious 
reference arid regard to him; that;muli 
. finally judg all Men, muſt neceſſarily b&+ 
long to the Service of Jeſus of Nazar - |! 
ſince *is the Subſtance of what Jeſt $06. | 
Nazareth preached, and the End of the' * 
Labour, Travels and Writings of his 
bleſſed Apoſtles (and that theſe things 
were ina Meafure in the World befors 
the coming of Jefus of Nazareth ih the 
Fleſh, and that even thoſe that knew 
him and received him when he did comne 
were thoſe that walked up to the Ligtts 


& 4 


ef the Word, by which alone his in- 
' ward Bcauty and Glory were ſeen) we 
may reaſonably conclude, againſt this 
- Author, that the Lizhe with which the 
Word-Godenlightned Men, was a Divine, 
Spiritual and Saving Light, becauſe it 
Tevealed theſe Truths to Geatiles as well 
as Jews, that had an immediate Ten- 
dency to Salyation; and that in all 
Ages : And that whoſoever have walk- 
ed according to its rightzous Dictates, 
as well before-as ſince the Coming of 
Chriſt (the eternal Word) in the Fleſh, 
did ſo far perform the Service of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, as they thereby ſerved 
the God and Father of Jeſus of Naza- 
zeth; for ſays Chriſt himſelf, He that 
doth the Will of my Father, the ſame « 
wy Mother, my Brethren and my Siſters. 
To ſum up this, once more, 1 ſay, 
We never ſaid the Light within 1s given 
to all Mankind, to reveal FaCts done, 
or hiſtorical Accounts of Perſons and 
Actions, tho' we cannot ſay it is not 
able to do it, but ordinarily the Natare 
of Things, as to Truth and Faſſood, 
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miſſion; and therefore we ſay, that tho? . 
all did not foreſee the Coming of Chriſt, 
with the Circumſtances that attended 
him, as ſome of the Prophets did, That, 
being an extraordinary Manifeftation of 
this Light, yet all had the ordinary 
Manifeſtation of it, to dojuſtly,, love 
Mercy and walk humbly with the Lord; 
And fo they have now, tho* they have 
not the extraordinary Revelation of the 
Hiſtory of Jeſus of Nazarerch; in 
which reſpect we confeſs the Scriptures 
to be a Secondary Rule, an Hiſtorical 
Rule, and a Rule of the Form of Sound ' 
Words in DoQtrinal Truths : But the 
Firſt and great Rule is the Light and 
Spirit of God, as that was the Rule ta 
them, by whom the Scriptures were 
given forth, in their giving them forth : 
And we alſo affirm, The Light and Spi- 
rit of God a Rule to Read and Under- 
ftand the Scriptures by ; and this was 
plainly ſeen in Chriſt's time : For the 
Jews that rebelled againſt the Lighbr, 
had the Veil over their Haverangings, 
19 
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{© that they could not ſe his Glory, but 
judged of him according to outward 
Appearance, which was not righteous 
+4: qo but thoſe that loved the 
Light in that Day, the truly conſcien- 
cious to God, they brought their Deeds 
to the Light: They knew him to be 
the Eternal Word, manifeſted in the 
Fleſh, and thereby ſaw his inward Glo- 

, to be that of the only begotten of the 
the Father, fall of Grace and full of 
Trath. | | 

If he objeR, Tf all had this Light, 
why did not all know him, as indeed 
that is the Weight of his ObjeQion, 
and other Adverſaries Oppoſitions. 

I anſwer, All have Reaſon, but all 
are not Reaſonable ; all don't uſe it : 
$o all have Light, bur all don't obey 
mn. It is not the Lights Inſufficiency, 
but Man's Diſobedience, that renders 


him uncapable of the Knowledge of Di. - 


vine Truth. Chriſt told the Jews, FF 
9on' do my Will, you ſpall know of my 
Dofrine, whether it be of God or 10. 
Obeyiog the Conviions and firſt Mo- 
(100g 


tions of this Divine Light, will increaſe 
our Light and Knowledge. Diſobedi- 
ence makes an unfruitful Ground, tho? * 


. the Seed be good that is fown in it: 
1- | So that the Ignorance of thoſe that have 
is || the Light is not chargeable upon the 


Light, but their own Darkneſs, which 
comprehends it not, through Unbelief 
and Diſobedience The Scripturesthen 
are the Rule to us of the Hiſtory of Jeſus 
of Nazayeth, and neceſſary to be be- 
lieved where they are known ; but the 
Divine Light and Spirit, the Firſt and 
Great Rule by which they are to be tru- 
ly and profitably read and believed, and 
without which Chriſt could not have 
been ſavingly known when he was in 
the World ; nor can he be known now, 
nor the Scriptures that declare of him : 
He is the common Rule to Mankind, 
who by his Light reveals Common and 
Eſſential Truths, relating to the Fear 
of God, and working of Righteouſneſs ; 
And it will be hard for this man to 
name one Nation or Perſon in the 
World that knows not the any” 
_. 
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this Principle, in Evil-doing, and in do» 

ing that which is Right has oot a Refe- 

rence to the pleaſing of him, who is 

the great Rewarder and Preferver of 
'men, notwith{tanding his Cavil to the 

- contrary, page 12,13. Bur I ſhall at- 
tend his further Exceptions. - 

Page 13. They affirm the Light within 
3s Chriſt ; and I ſay then it is nothing elſe 
but Feſus of Nazareth. If they make 
the Light within to be Chriſt, and not Fe: 
ſw of Nazareth, they make it Antichriſt; 

nd becauſe they worſhip God in this Appea- 
rance (as they ſpeak) they are Antichri- 
ftian Idolaters. 

Anſwer, This way of Arguing is very 
dark'as well as injurious. If by Jeſus of 
Nazereth he only means what he cook of 
the Virgin Mary, and will not conſider 
him as the Eternal Ward ; But as Man, 
like tous in all things, Sin excepted, He 
is not the Light within, that we declare 
of and worſhip God in. 

But this Author at the ſame time de- 
clares not to believe that Chriſt is the 
Eternal Word, for he ſeems tq =" 
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efe, {his Pre-exiſtence, -much more that the 
o is} World, andall that is therein was made 
by him: And how Orthodox that is, 
let the Impartial Judge. If he owns- 
| Chriſt to be the Word, God manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, then I ſay, the Light is 
Chriſt, as much as Chriſt can be called 
the Light; and ſo not only John calls 
him, Joh. 1. 4, 9. but he calls himſelf 
ſo, John 8. 12. 

This Antagoniſt ſeems too eager 
and raſh, or he would have reflefted 
better upon the Way of the Holy 
Ghoſt's ſpeaking in Scripture ; for ſome- 
times Chriſt is ſo called, with relation 
- off £0 his Divine Nature, and ſometimes 
with reſpe&t to his Manhood. As he was 
of the Seed of Abraham he is not 
God over all, bleſſed: for ever, he is not 
the eternal Word, 7 whom is Life, and 
that Life the Light of Men. And as he 
hungred, thirſted, forrowed, wept, 
dyed, he was not the Divine L#gbe, 
that lighteth every Man that cometh snto 
the World: Yet is alternatively called 
Chrift, ſometimes Chriſt 9irhout man, - 

| ſometimes 
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fometimes Chriſt 5» Man, the Hope of 
his Glory ; according to the double Re: 
{pet he ſtood and ſtands in. Let not 
Men ſeparate what God has joyned, 
which has been tqo much the PraCtice 
of our Oppoſers, to draw a Line of 
Refleftion over our Religion, as if it 
denied Jeſus of Nazereth to be Chriſt 
the Lord, becauſe he aſſerted him the 
Light of the World, and as fuch tobe in 
Man : Whereas they who conlider him 
but in one Capacity, are too ſtrict with 
the Text, to wring us, and foin the end 
draw the Reflection upon themſelves. 
But to run this Abuſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt, as well as us, ſo high, as there- 
fore to ſtyle us Antichriſtian Tdolaters, 
fhews a Bitterneſs as well as Miſtake, 


” that by no means becomes a Critick up- 


on other Men's Religion. | 

But that he may apply this Injuſtice 
home, he is pleaſed that it ſhould light 
upon me, and therefore he quotes a 
Paſſage out of my part of the Chriſtian 
Quaker, tho? not the Page, TI wave the 
$currility of his Inrroduction to it, 
page 


4 


page 24, 15. This is the Paſſage, as tis 


aives it. © The Power, Life and Lighe 
«« which- inhabited that Holy Perſon, 
« which (or who) was born at Berhle- 
« heys, was and is Chiefly and eminent- 
«ly the Saviour, yet he was 1inſtru-. 
« mentally a Saviour, as prepared for 
« the Work which Chrift had to do 
© ;n him. By which (fays he) he makes 
the Light within to be their Chriſt, and Je- 


ſus of Nazareth the prepared {nſbrument 


of this Chriſt. 

Now by this the Reader will have a 
clear Taſte of the Juſtice of this Wri= 
ter. 

My Words are thus laid down by 
me (Chr. Qs. p. 104. chap. 21.) «We 
*.confefs that though che Eternal Pow- 
«er, Life, Light, which inhabiced that 


© Holy Perſon, which was born at Ne 


«-areth, was and is chiefly and emi- 
<.nently the Saviour, Hof. 13. 4. [for 
« there is no Saviour beſides me, faith 
«God: (this he left ont) yet that it was 
«©1nftrumentally a Saviour, as prepared 
**and choſen for the Work which 


«« Chriſt | 
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& Chriſt had then to do in it, which 
& was aGtually to the Salyation of ſome, 
& and intentionally of the whole World, 
& then, and in Ages to come ; ſuitable 


« to that Scripture, Heb. 10.5, 6. Lol 


© come, inthe volume of the Book it u« 
« written of me; to do thy will O God ! 
& ; body thou haſt prepared me. By which 
it is plain with what unfairaefs he 
gave my Words before : Firſt he left 
out my Quotation out of Hoſes, For 
there is no Saviour beſides me, ſaith 
God;; whereby it appears that the 
Eternal Power, Life and Light was 
eminently concerned in Man's Salvation. 
Secondly, he concealed that Seripture 
in the Concluſion of the Paragraph , 
out of the Hebrews, A body haſt thou 
prepared me, 8&c. which plainly imter- 
prets what I mean by Perſoz, and by 
which, and it; that he is pleaſed to 
change for who, and He and Him, to 
render me at once Abſurd and Errone- 
ous,. and about which he calls me. a 
Lend Author, and all to naught.. This 


was done of Malice, doubtleſs, the ber-J 


ter 


Es 
—- 


ter to have his evil End of me, by 
wringing my Words to the Senſe he de- 
ſigned they ſhould bear. Making me to 
divide, as well as diſtinguiſh, between 
Chriſt and Je/us of Nazareth, and Chriſt 
and him that was born of the Yzrgin 
Mary; reading [r, He and Him, which 
referred to the Body ; ſo making me to 
intend Jeſus of Nazareth, compleatly 
conlidered, when I plainly intended, 
from theNature of theWords of the text, 
and thoſe Words, and the Scripture cit- 
ed by me, in Proof and Tlluſtration of 
what I meant by them, the Body of 
Chriſt Jeſus of Nazareth. 

Thus much of his Con(truttion of the 
Words he quotes out of the Chriſtian 
Luaker, before recited : But if he will al- 
low us to ſpeak our own mind in our own 
Words, and had rather we were in the 
Right than in theW rong, which does but 
become an ingenuous Author { Tho? it 
thereby appear that we are not what 
he had ſaid us to be} chen let him know 
we do not Dzvide or Diſtingutſh between 
| Chriſt and Jeſus of Nasarerh. _ 

D i 
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did we ever ſay that Jeſus of Nazarerh 
is Chriſt's Inftrument to appear in and: 
by, for man's Salvation ; but that the 
Word took- Fleſh, and this is the Chriſt 
or Anointed of God; And tho ſometimes 
the Term Chriſt is given to the Word, 
lometimes to the prepared Body he took, 
as when he is ſaid to aye, and be buried, 
and raiſed ag1in, &c. yet Cod manifeſt in 
the Fliſh, © and Immannel, God with us, 
io our Nature, is that Chriſt of God, or 
Chriſt the Lord, that God hath and will 
exalt; the Enlizhtencr, Redeemer, Savi- 
our of the World : Both an Offering for 
all, and the Med/ator,and Santtifeer of all 
that deſire to come to God by him, | 
But he further urges agataft us and 
our DoQrine of the Light within, as 
what is Fallacious on our part; to draw 
in Proſelytes, and which he terms a 
putid Sophiſm, p. 21, 22. viz. Is there 
noe a Light in every Man's Conſcience? 
You experience one in your own, And is 
Gca Light? and Chriſt Light? and ts 


not God within, and Chriſt within? Now - 


this is all very true: But when from Mence 
they 


C33" 


they infer, God is the Light within; 
it is 4 putid Sophiſm. God being Light, 
and being within Men, proves not that 
Godis a Light within Men. God is Light, 
and God is within other things as well as- 
Men : Is then God a Light within to eve- 
ry Tree, every Beaſt, every Star? If this 
be abſurd, then God's berng Light, and 
betng within, proves but ſophiſtically that 
he is the Light within : And yet this is the 
conſtant Method the Quakers uſe to teach 
their People the Divinity of the Light 


within. 


Anſwer, T hope he will find no cauſe 
to blame me for Imperfe&t, and leſs 
for Perverted Quotations : I cite him 
fairly and fully. Now, for Anſwer, I 
lay, I nw ſaw or heard of that way 


of Reaſoning or Tampering, as he ſtyles 
'it, that he charges upon us to make 
Profelytes by.And I think I ought to be 
at leaſt as well verſed in our Way and 
Writings as himſelf. All reaſonable Peo- 
ple will readiſy allow, they have ſuch 
a Lighr, and in reading the Holy Scri- 
ptures they find the enligtaed Pen-men 
| D 2 call 
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call God Light, and Chriſt Light, and 
are naturally led to believe that their 


Light is from God the Fountain of Light, . 


eſpecially when they read the fir{t Chap- 
ter of John, and that of his firſt Epiſtle 
alſo. And it 1s granted by this Man, 
that God is in Men,and that God is Light, 
but will not have it that God zs a Light 
within Men. Indeed his Argument does 
not prove it, tor it1s not regularly form- 
ed to make ſuch a Concluſion, which 
is his fault, becauſe it 1sof his own mak- 
ing : But neirher is it a Sephiſon, or S0- 
phiſtical in us, nor is the Reaſon good 
chat he gives againſt it, v/z, Becauſe it 
is abſurd to ſay,that God ts a Light with- 
in Trees Beaſts and Stars, in that God 
is within them, and God is Light; there- 
fore it is ſo to fay. that God 1s a Light 
within Men. For Trees Beaſts and Stars 


| &c.are not of Mans Nature and Capaci- 


ty, they are not capable of ſuch a mant- 
feſtarion of the Light of God, as Man 
is: God is in them after another and 
lower manner, and to other ends and 
purpoſes. But why God, who is confeſt 
0 
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to be Light, and in Man, ſhould not be 
a Light then ro Man, I cannot compre- 
hend, Ido not ſy that it ſtriCtly tollows 
in the Argument, but the Reaſon given 
againſt it is no Reaſon ; and Reaſon and 
Scripture judge tor us. For Man being 
a reaſonable Creature, tis his duty and 
the end of his being, to know and ſerve 
God the Author of it ; but this he cans 
not do, unleſs God manifeſt himſelf 
to him : And fince this Man grants that 
God is Light, and in ſome ſort in Man, 
to what better purpoſe, or which way 
more properly and benificially, can he be 
ſaid robe in Man,than as a Light ſhining 


_ there to give him the knowledge of 


God ? $9 that he is not onlythere as the 
Creator and ſupporter ofhis being, bur 
as his I!luminator and Inſtructor to his 
well being. The Scriptures already cited 
ſufficiently ' prove thar God #5 Light, 
and Chriſt ;5 Lizht, and that all Men are 
Enlightned by him : And to be ſure it 
muſt be with his own Light. Now tho), 
with a fair Adverſary, one might ſay 
without joffeace, that God or Chriſt is 

| D 3 the 


"I. RE IP I. 
. 2M 


the Light within Man, yet it 1s not the 
common way of our Expreſſing our 
Selves. 

To be ſure we have no ſuch meaning 
in that way of Speaking, as ſome Ad- 
verſaries ſtrain our words to, as if God 
and Chriſt were comprehenſible in and 
by Man, to render us Abſurd and 
Blaſphemous. But we rather chuſe to 
Jay that God, or Chriſt, who is Light, 
bath /zghred- May, and by the Light of 
Chriſt in Man, Man comes to know 
God and Chriſt : And that the Light in 
Man is the Light of God or of Chriſt, and 
Not that God or Chriſt 15 the Light 1n 
Man. - The Light in a Room at Noon 
Day is the Light of the Sun, but the 
Sun cannot ſo properly be {aid to be 
inthe Room, becauſe us Laght is there ; 
for the glorious unapprochable Body of 
it is elſe where. T hope this will not 
Paſs with the Sober Reader for a Putid 
Sophiſra. 

' He farther fays, p. 24. T1 may wot 
yow adays, therefore, tell Quakers their 
enn Religion is falſe , without telling 
| ' zhena 
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them what is the Truth ; leſs I ſhould 
Tempt them to leave Quakerilm for Im- 
piety and Irreligion, and not for the Ser- 
vice of Jeſus Chrilt. 

Anſw. We are beholding to him thar 
he thinks our Religion a Bar to Impiety 
and Irreligion ; and, I wiſh neicher had 
appeared in his oppoſing of it. The Truth 
he has a mind to tell us, lyethina few 
Words, upon which he beltows no lefs 
then fifteen Popes, (viz.) That the 
Light which God hath given ro Man 
for Salvation, generally ſpeaking, is be- 
ſides Creation and Providence, the wri- 
tings of the Inſpired Men, of the Old 
and New Teitament, which we call the 
Scriptures cf Truth; no Light, Spirit 
or Grace commonly or ordioarly open- 
ing and aſſiſting our Underſtandings in 
the reading of them, but that the Light 
which is 1n Men, is the etteCts of the per- 
ceptive faculties of our minds, that is 
our thoughts, as heallo tells us, p. 9. 
So that what we Read and Hear with 
our outward Eyes and Ears, is thereby 
reported to our Mind or Judgmeat, 
D 4 whoſe 


. fie I Self ae. ond 14 ? 
OR ER LES ISO TROY. I T.- . g - 7 I "i Q 5 . 
_ I nes and” LY es a EA IS. T 
a ES. 4 > 44 : : of? 
ns x 
4 4 


whoſe concluſion thereupon is this Mans 
Light within. But, methinks, before he 
had been ſo poſitive and voluminous 1n 
his own notion, (where he'l find very 
few abetters I beleive) he ſhould have 
been fo fare as to have conſider'd what 
I have ſaid in my Key, p.1, 2. That 
ſeems to me to have more material- 
iy referred to an other Light within 
than he has yer brought himſelf co. I 
will give the Paſlage at large as it 
lyeth, that it may Speak for ir fcli. 
& The Quakers Belief and | gp 
« is, That Chriſd, whois the Word, that 
*© was with God ana was God oo I. 
* 4,9. and is ſo for ever) hath enlight- 
«© ned every Man that cometh into the 
« World, with his own Licht, as he is 
&« that 7rue Light, or ſuch a Light, as 
* there 1s no other to be compared to 
« him: Which is the meaning of the 
« Emphaſis True in the Text. And 
© that ſuch as follow the Reproofs, Con- 
* victions and Leading of that Lighe, 


4 with which he enlightens the Un-. 


& derfiandiogs and Conſtiences of Men 
«K// 2/4 
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«* all not walk in Darkneſs: That is 
© in Evil and Ignorance of God; but, 
&* {hall have the Light of Life : That is 
© be in a Holy and Living State or Con- 
&« dition towards Gcd: A ſtate of Ac- 
© ceptance and Salvation, mhich is from 
&« Sin as well as from Wrath: (fee 1/a. 
« 49.6, John 1.4, 9. C.3. 21. Ce. 5. 
« 40. C. 8.12. C,x0.10) And for 
* which End Chriſt was given of God. 
* Sothat they aſſert the Light of Chrif, 
* to be ſufficient to ſave 3 that is, to 
* convince of Sin, lead out of it, and 
& quicken the Soul in the Ways of Ho- 
© lineſs: And not a ' Natural Light, 
& otherwiſe than as all Men, born in- 
to the World, have a Meaſure of 
« Chriſt's Lighr, and ſo it may, ina 
© ſenſe be ſaid ro be Naturaito all Men, 
« becauſe all Men have it. For this 
% Light is ſomething elſe than the bare 
«Underſtanding Man hath as a rational 
& Creature: For as ſuch, Man cannot 
* be a Light tohimſelf; bur has only a 
6+ Capacity of ſeeing, by means of the 
| « Light 


& Light with which Chriſt the Word 

' © enlightneth him. For we can no 
* more be a Mental or Intellectual Light 

«roour ſelves, than we are an Extey- 

& 241 and Corporeal Light to our ſelves: 

* But as the Sun in the Firmamenc 1s 
«* the Light of our Bodies, ſo rhe Light 

* of the Diviae Word is the Suz of our 
* Sonls; the glorious Luminery of rhe 
« Intelleftual World; and they that 
« walk in it will, by I:,be lea to Blelled- 
* nels, Rev. 21.24. Ot all which he cakes 
this imperfect notice, 7 he Concurrance of 
many ceaufes being requiſite to produce 
Faith ; the Quakers confound theſe Irſpi- 
rations with the Licht, and attribute the 
effictency of one cauſe to another , which 
muſt neeas Pervert all found Judgment 
of things, and make them ſpeak incon- 
fiſtences : As when W. P. ſays, Man can- 
not be a Light to himſelf, as sf the de- 
aial of the Devinity of the Light within 
implyed any ſuch thing; and Man has on- 
ly a Capacity to ſee, as if the Defect was 
in Gods Works in nature and in the Scrip< 


ture , - and not in Mans ſeeing faculty, 
Non 
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Now ſuch Expreſſions ſhew his apprehen- 
fions are much Perverted about theſe 
he Þ #4:nes. - | | 

y- Anſw. But this ſhews my Opponent 
5: | to be eicher ſhallow, or worle. I would 
is | beſo Charitable as to think he miſtakes 
he | me,and in the concluſhon abuſed himſelf. 
ar | For why do the Quakers confound thoſe 
16 | Inſpirations with the Light * We ne- 
at | ver limited all Divine 1inf{pirations and 
1- | operations to the Lighr meerly as it is 
es | Light, as Phyſically, and by his natural 
of |} Philoſophy he ſeems ro explainit, We 
ce | ever meant a Principle in Man that is not 
i- | of Man, that 1s variouſly denominated 
he | by its various operations : Lzzht from 
:h | deſcerning and difiintion : Sperze from 
ot | Life and Power: Word, as it ſpeaks 
;- | forth Gods Mind to Man: Truth, in 
1- | the inward Parts, as it deals truly with 
e- | Man, and would redeem him from ly- 
2 | ing Vanities: And Grace as it is God's 
1- | Gift, and not Mans Underſtanding, or 
@ | Mans Merit. T ſhall not therefore quar- 
rel with his natural Philoſophy p. 37, 
W hen he ſays,the Sun Generates all Life, 
4 aig 
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and its Faculties in Bodies, but not by its 
Light ; for we never faid it did, with 
Teference to the Light within : Elſe 
all Mca would have Divine Life as well 
as Light, which was never our afler- Pu 
tion, nor a juſt concluſion from that 
which is, 3t being Scripture, viz. John || 
I. 4. In him, ihe word, 1s Life, and chat Co 
Life the Light of Men, zot the Life of | fro 
Men ; but as they obey it : According to 
that clzar acd full Exprefſion ot our 
Bleſſed Lord, John. 8. 12. 1 am the | MA 
Leohe of the World , he that folloneth 
me ſnll rot walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall 1 
have the Light of Life ; that 1s, Lite as 
well as Light. They that read him will 
fce who keeps neareſt to the Text, and 
w1io walks cloſeſt to the Rule and form Pla 
of found Words ; which we ' hope 
neither he nor any of his abetters ſelf 
ſhall ever be able ro draw or drive us elle 
from. 
For the uſe he makes of thoſe words || *!!! 
of mine; And Man has only a Capacity ag 
#0 ſee, (viz.) As if the defett was mm 
God's Works sn Nature and in the Scrip- 
Fr 05, 
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fares, and not in Man's ſeeing Facalties * 
he utterly miſtakes me : I will not - fay 
wilfully ; but upon that he makes a great 
Pudder, and depends the ſtrength of his 
Concluſion : For I ſpeak of Man in his 
Creation, and he of Man in his Fall. The 
Concluſion cannot be right that is drawn 
from wrong Premiſes, and I hope he 


 whenhe thinks again will think fo too ; 


and that his Pains, p. 36. 37. might 
have been ſpared. For Ihope he will not 


think there was any defect in Paradice, 


as there muſt have been it Man had been 
defeQtive in his ſeeing faculty; for even 
there he was but Man, and, as ſuch, he 
cou!d not be his own Light ; which is 
plain, in that when he Erred, he Erred 
from ſomething elſe than himſelf, him- 
ſelf Erring ; Therefore that ſomething 
elſe muſt be the Devine Light he Erred 
from ; in which if he had kept, the Sub- 
til Infinuations of the Serpent had never 
prevailed. 

Man then, had only the Capacity of. 
Seeing all Divine Objects; as Truth, 


Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Mercy , Juſtice, 


Power, 


Power, &c. which were only diſcernible 
by the inſhinings of this Divine Light of 
the Word of God. And ſince he alludes 
fo ſtritly in his Inſtances from the Crea- 
tion and Natural Philolophy, I hope 
he will allow me to ſay, that as the Eye 
of Man, though never ſo capable of 
' ſeeing, cannot ſee any Object before it, 
in the Dark, unleſs an outward Light 
give t the fight thereof;fo no Mans Soul 
can fee Divine ObjeQs, though its Eye 
or ſeeing faculty were ever ſo capable, 
unleſs che Divine Light ſhined in it 
to give unto it the knowledge of the 
Glory of God therein. And I have not 
only my own Experience, but that of 
good Men in all Ages of the World, 
according to the degree of the Manife- 
{tation of the Divine Light, wherein 
they agree and cannot err. Humility, 
Obedience, Love, Patience, Mecknels. 
Purity, Charity, &c. are ſenſibly 
wrought in Men by this Divine Princit- 
ple. Scnſibly I fay, for all his inſenſible 
Dogma's p. 37, 38, 39. asthat Man is 
not ſenſible of the Divine Agency or 
Inſpira- 


ey 
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inſpiration of the Almighty. For we 
know (ſays he) by Reaſoning, bur not 
by Senſe or Conſcience : Abuſing thar 
Scripture to countenance: his infenſible 
aſſertion,theW ind bloweth where it liſt= 


'e 
'e | eth and we hear the fourd thereof, but 
f | know not whence it comes, nor whither 


it goes ; which is not fpoken of the 


he | Regenerate Man's not knowing how he 
ul | is Regenerated ; but that other Men 
7e | know it not with all their Wiſdom and 


Knowledge, that are not fpiritually 
illuminated and experienced in the ſame 
Work : Anſwerable to that place in the 
Revelations of John, that he that overs 


of | comes ſhould have a white Stone and a 
9, | new Name, that none ſhall know but 
e- | he that has it, that is, but ſuch 
in | Conquerors: For they that are overcome 

, | ofthe World, can never taſte or judge 
4 of the rewards of thoſe that do over- 
ly come it, : 


And very ſorry I am for this oppoſer, 
that he allows Man no ſpiritual Senſes, 
or that which an{wers to our outward 
Senſes; and if he does, ſurely they are 
19 


* to ſee, hear, ſmell, tafte and feel ſomes 
thing elſe than himſelf. How grofs then 
Is his Poſition, p. 37. But this I may ſay, 
that neither is the illuminating, Or renews 
ing, or regenerating,.or any other Divine 
Inſpiration, immeatately perceptible to any 
Senſe, inward or outward, in Humane 
Nature ; and if ſo, "tis certain, none of 
theſe can be a Light within us. But why 
It 15 not ſo, he has not told us, he can- 
not cell us, oor any Man elſe. To all 
which I ſhall oppoſe a few Scriptures, 
and then attend his abuſe of (thoſe T 
cited in my Key, and) me,for the Appli- 
. cation of them. 

That there is another Light and Spi- 
rit that attend Men, than the efe&ts of 
. the Perceptive Faculties of their own 
Minas, as this Man calls it, T urge that 
paſſage in Geneſis, 6. 3. My Spirit ſhall 
not always flrive with Men. Aplain Proof 
that God ſtrove with the Old World 
by his holy Spirit, which could not 
be if they had it not, or were unſen(i- 
ble of any ſuch thing. Nehemiah 9. 20. 
It is ſaid, That God gave them his good 


Spirtts 
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Spirit, bat they rebelled againſt it, there» 
fore they  had- it. David prays that 
God would not take his Holy Spirit fron 
him, which ſhews it was with him, 
and that not as a Prophet, but or- 
dinarily ſpeaking; for his Tranſgreſ- 
fion was too heinous for that Dignity 
without a courſe of Repentance, and a 
Reſtauration to his former State, which 
in the ſame Pſalm he prays for : But *tis 
evident as bad as he was, he had yer 
the Holy Spirit in that Senſe, in which 
we aſſert a meaſure of it to be given to 

all to profit with, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 

I Cor. 12. 7. Elſe he could not have 

laid, And take not thy Holy Spirit from 

72; as much as to ſay, for if thou doſt 

utterly deprive me of it, I ſhall grow 

Dark, Hard and Impenitent, and be 

undone for ever. 

The Lord by the Prophet 1/az4h, 
proves, That his Spirit ſhould ſucceſs 
ſively attend his People ; theſe are his 
words. And for me, this is my Covenant 
with them, ſaith the Lord, my Spirit that 
is upon thee, (Chriſt) aud my words _ 

E 


F have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 
of thy Seed, nor out of the mouth of 'thy 
Seeds Seed, ſaith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever, Ch. 59. 21, And, I 
pray, who are Chriſt's Seed, and Of- 

ſpring, but true Chriſtians ? and, as 

feb, they are intituled to this Promiſe, 
and therefore have the Spirit of God, 
and the freſh and living Revelation of 
ir, whoſe words are Spirit and Life. 

Thos the Prophet, Chap. 44. 3. I will 

yr water upon him that is Thirſty, and 
floods upan the dry Ground; I will pour 
my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſ- 
»pox their Offspring. A molt ample 

and cloſe Proof ro.my Point, That God 
gives his Spirit to Men, and that there 
is ſomething more than the Light of 
reading and hearing of Men and Books, 


or the Perceptive faculty of the Mind to | 


inſtruc# Men. And that, not only in 
extraordinary caſes, and.on ſingular and 
eminent occaſions, which our Opponent 
allows, . as to Moſes, the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, but ordinarily, commonly, ſuc- 
] 4 ceſhvely ; 
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cefſively : For to that the Text plainly 
reaches. 

The Prophet Joel! is yet more 'com- 
prehenſive, ch. 2. 28. And it ſhall come 
t0 paſs afterward, that I will pour out my © 
ſpirit upon all Fleſh; Young and Old, 
Hand-Maids and Servants: No Age, 
no Sex, no Degree {hall be exempted. 
The Apoſtle Peter applyed this very 
Text to the Dawning of the Primitive 
Chriſtian Days, as then begun to be ac- 
compliſhr, 4&s2.17.Not that that which 
befel the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Jeſus 
in that Time, was the compleat an{wer- 
ing of that Prophecy, for that was not 
all Fleſh. Beſides, the very ſame Apo- 
ſtle, in the ſame Sermon, v. 39. tells 
his Auditors, that were made up of- no 
leſs than Fourteen leveral Nations, That 


the Promiſe was to them and to their Chil- 
' dren, and to all that were afar off, whom 


the Lord ſhould call; 1o that the Gifts - 
of. the Spirit were the Fulilling of the 
Golpel-Promiſe, and conſequently the 


great Goſpel-Privilege and Qualifica- 


tion, | 
E 2 The 
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The Apoſtle Pau! tells us, Rom. 8. 
That there is an abſolute Neceſlity that 
People ſhould have the Spirit of God 
awelling in them, and that they ſhould 
. be /ed and condufted by it, or they can- 
not "be the Children of God. Ver. r. 
There is no condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
Fleſb, but after the Spirit. Here it is the 
Chriſtian Rule. . 

Again, ver. 12. But if the Spirit of 
him that raiſed Jeſus from the dead 


DWELL IN YOU, herhat rail - 


ed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo 
quicken your mortal bodies, by his ſpi- 
rit, that dwelleth in you : So that the 
Indwellings of the Spirit did quicken 
and comfort the ancient Chriſtians, and 
was Apoſtolical Dottrine. 


Again, verſe 14,15, 16. For as ma-' 


ny 45 are led by the ſpirit of God, they are 
the ſons of God ; which they cannot 
be if they have it not : For ye have not 
received the ſpirit of bondage again to 
fear, but the ſpirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry Abba Father, The Spirit it felf 
beareth 
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beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, . that 
we are theChildren of God,ſee that it is 
plain they had the Spirit. And T wonder 
what Witneſs Chriſtians muſt have 
now, that they are the Children of God, 


if not the ſame Spirir, ſince if this Ad- | 1 


verſary ſay true, there is no ſuch Gift 
common to Chriſtians now, bur only 
the Notices God has given to all, of his 
Thoughts and Mind by Creation and Scri- 
pture. But alas ! tooapparent it is that 
chis Man knows little of the Workings 
of God's Spirit, that fo unſpiritvally 


' ſpeaks of it. Did not our bleſſed Lord 


ſay, John 3. 5. That unleſs Man be 
born of the Spirit, he could not enter 
into the Kingdom of God ? Was this 
only for the Primitive Times? Then Men 
ever ſince Men have not been ſ{avable,for 
they have wanted the Means of Salva- 
tion, to wit, REGENERATION. 
And if Regeneration be neceſlary to all, 
how can a Man be rationally ſaid to be. 
born of the Spirit, and not to have the 
Spirit he is born of; or be (as Perer , 


phraſeth it) a Parzaker of the DIVINE = 


E 3 Ne- 


this, Chrift told his Diſciples, That the 
Spirit of Truth he would ſend them, 
though it ſhould be a Comforter to 
them that believed in him, and follow- 
ed him, yet it ſhould Reprove the 
World of Sin; which could not be, if 
the World had not fuch a Meaſure of 
the Spirit, as to reprove them 1n their 
Evil-doing. And indeed all that will 
be ſerious and refle&t, muſt confeſs, from 
Experience,they have enough of it to re- 
prove them of that which is evil,and to 
bear a true and faithful Witneſs agatoſt 
every evil Way. 

Memorable is that ſecond Chapter of 
- the Apoltle, in his firſt Epiſtle to theCo- 
rinthians, a worldly-wile People, whoſe 
Facultics were as perceptive as our 
Opponents, I doubt not, concerning the 
Office, Efficacy and Neceſlity ot the 
Holy Spirit, to know God and our Du- 
" ty to him, 1n ord-r to Salvation. 

And what has been ſaid of the Holy 
Spirit, may be (aid of the Divine Light: 
As ons of the carlie(t Books in Scripture 


- Nature, 2 Pet. 1.4. But more than 


tells 
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tells us : Job 24. 13. They are of thoſe, ſays 
Fob, ſpeaking of the Wicked, that rebel 
pak: the Light. Then they had: iz; 
And if They had it, all had ir; For tobe 
ſure the Righteous were not without it. 
Again, The Spirit of Man is the Candle 
of the Lord ; Prov.20.27. but it mult be 
lighted by that: Light we ſpeak of, or it 
isa dark Candle. Now God lights the 
Candle of the Wicked, much more 1s 


| he the Light of the Candle of the Righ- 


tecus. 

Again,he ſays, How often is the Candle 
of the Wicked put out : Job 21.17. Prov. 
I3.9., Which ſhews it is often lighted ; 
and if They have the Light,theRighteous, - 
to be ſure, are not without it : For, The 
Way of the Juſt is a ſhining Light, which 

ines more and more to the perfeit Day. 
Obedience to Light received encreaſes, 
Light. Now if the Way of the Juſt be a 
ſhining Light, to be ſure the Light is 
ſaving, or is the Way to Salvation : And 
{0 the beloved Diſciple has it, Rev. 21. 
The Nations of them that are ſav 
ſhall walk in the Light. ps 

E 4 .. David 


David ſays alſo, in Proof of our 
Point, The Lord is my Light and my 
Salvation, Pl. 27.1, Then he hadan 
higher and clearer Light than his own 
perceptive Faculties. | 

Again, Thy Word #s a Light to my Feet, 


and a Lanthorn to my Paths, Pf; 119, 105. 


Which was an Inward and Spiritual 
Word,for it was ſuch an one as he could 
find in his Heart, according to Moſes, 
Deut. 3. and the Apoſile, Rom. 10. 
David alſo,Pl.42. prayed that theLord 
would fend forth. his Light and his Truth, 
which were the ſame thing, zhat zt 
might lead and bring People to his Holy 
Hill and Tabernacle; This was more 
than Man; or what was of Man's Con- 
ſtitution or Compoſition : More than 
the Perceptive Faculties of the Mind. 
| Moreover, God declared by the Pro- 
pher I/aiah, That he had given Chriſt 
for a Light to lighten the Gentiles ; which 
was more than Man's Wit or Under- 
ftanding, to be ſure, And tho? Chriſt 


was a Light in his Dofrine, Miracles 


and Example, yet he was and is a Light 
within 
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within alſo, to enlighten the Mind, as 


John 1. 4,9. with many more, before 
obſerved. And this Light and Spirit are 
of the ſame Principle, or the ſame Prin- 
ciple that is both Spirit and Light, rho? 
it may be, ſtriatly ſpeaking, not both 
in one and the ſame ACt or Operation, 
as has been already noted. Neverthe- 
leſs the Scripture makes them to have 
one Operation, comparing John 16, 7. 
with Eph. 5.13. For the firſt makes it 
the Office of the Spirit to convince the 
World of Sin, and the latter place tells 
us, That whatever is reproved is made 
manifeſt by the Light : Ahd. the Apo- 
ſtle gives this for the Reafon, becauſe, 
ſays he, whatever makes manifeſt is Light: 
An Aſlertion that can never be denied. 
And as true it is that it mult be a Divine 
Light, that reveals Divine Truths. 
And becauſe it is neceſſary that all 
ſhould know them for their Salvation, 
fioce God would have all come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, and be ſaved, 
the Conſequence muſt be good, That 
all have this Divine Light, more or 

leſs, 


leſs, for Salvation, tho' all doo't o- 


bey it. | a 
I might proceed to enumerate Scri- 
ptures through the Prophets, Evange- 
liſts and Epiſtles ; but I think whar I 
have faid is a double Portion : And 
therefore I recommend it to the (candid 
Reader's ſerious Peruſal and Obſerva- 
tion ; and I doubt not but he will diſ- 
. cern the Verity and Charicy of our 


Principles, . and the unjuſt Exceptions 


of our Opponent to them. * 

| I come next to conſider his Cavils 
againſt our Citations of Scripture, and 
indeed agam(t the Scripture it (elf, 
which will not be hard to © 
Vince, 

Page 41. He is angry, I lay, that 
Chriſt has enlightned Men with his own 
Light; calls this very hard Names, 
and fays tis the Quakers Apocrypha : 
But we abide by it ; and are taught ſo to 
do by theScriptures,that he would have 
the World believe we deny and make 
Apocryphal. John 1.4. In him (Chriſt) 
was Life, and the Life the Lizht of -_ 

ow 


'INow if this be not Man's Light, and if 


this Light, which is the Life of the 
Word, be not the Word's own Light, 
let me be blamed : If ir be, how pre- 
poſterous muſt this Man be to uſe me fo 
harſhly for a Truth ſo plain as well as 
important ? 

The next Scripture is that in Prov. 
20. 27. The ſpirit of man is the candle © 
of the Lord, ſearching all the inward parts 
of the Belly: That «, lays he, the 


| Spiris of Man, which God hath made, 


bath in its Nature a Conſciouſneſs of 
all his Thoughts, Purpoſes and Counſels 
within him. But this Word Conſciopſ- 
veſs ſuppoles a Knowledge, together 


| with ſome thing elſe, that gives us 


that Knowledge : Ir is the very import 
of the Words: And what is that, but 
that Divine Light which gives Light to 
the Candle : For a Candlecannot Light 
it ſelf, and by the Repetitionof Sin, is 
ſaid to be often blowed out. For tho? it 
cannot blow that Light our, it blows 
out its Enlightnings, Thus Sin quenches 
theSpirir ; that is, ihe enliyenings and 

I | quick- 
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quicknings of it,for the Spirit itſelf can- 


not be quenched. Now this Note « 
his, is ſo far from overthrowing our Uk 
of this Scripture, thar it eſtabliſhes it, 
and defeats him of. the End he propoſe 
1n oppoling us. 

Thus he abuſes us and that Paſſage of 
our Savicur Chriſt, 1f the Light that 5 
' i#n you be Darkneſs, how great ts tha 
Darkneſs ? As 1f Chriſt meant any 
Light but that cf Man's Miſtake and 
Preſumption, or that we could afler 
God to be that Light in us, which 
Chriſt ſaid might be Darkneſs : For this 
Man ſays, If the Light in us here men 
tioned was the Light that 1s good, the 
ſuppoſal that it might poſſibly be Dark- 
neſs, would be a blaſphemous Suppoſt 
tion. He is to be pitied as well as re- 
proved, that can Rave after this man- 
Ner. 

The uſe I make of that Scripture, 


2 Cor. 4.6. God that commanded the | 


Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, had ſhi 
ped in their Hearts, to give the - Light 
,of the Knowleage of the Glory of God, Fo 
| the 


Cory” 7 


the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, was thus 3 That 
od had lighied the Hearts of men, by 
5 ir ſreaking through the Darkneſs there, 
ooſed with his Divine Light. This Author, 
p. 43. limits this Light to the Apoſtles 
and Fellow-Labourers; and all the reft 
are to ſee with their Eyes and without 
that Divine Light in themſelves: In fine, . 
any [{9 be concluded by their Authority and 
ſs: not their own Conviction ; for what 
Men [f* lays centers there. Whereas the 'A- 
hich fPoſtles Miſſion and Buſineſs, was 70 turn 
this (hrople from the darkneſs ( that was in 
ned themſelves) to the light that had ſhin'd 
rhe [ibere uncomprehended. Allo to be 
17k. | made manifeſt 19 their Preaching to the 
off. | Conſciences of People ; which could nor 
{be in Divine Truths without a Divize 
JLight., I muſt leave this way of our 
JOpponent's treating of Scripture. to my 
Reader's Conſiceration. 
thy, Page 45 70 57. His next Abule is, 
that of John x. 9. about which he be- 
ſows Room for Reaſon, being no leſs 
than twelve Pages. He that can make 
more of them than theſe Three follow- 
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ing Heads, has a better Underſtanding 
than mine. | No' 
x. That the Life that is come by if h 
Chriſt is that we ſhall out-live theGrave; Lea 
not that the Soul is made Spiritually ken 
alive to God, while in this World, by| 
' Divine Quicknings, to the Uſe of ha © 
Spivitual Senſations, that Sin had rakea} 
away, by bringing her under a Spi| PY 
ritual Lethargy or Death: Which, | ? L 
how agrecable it is to that Saying df 
Chriſt, John 8. 12. That they that fal-| 10 
low him ſhould have the light of life ; and, Co 
Jobs 6. unleſs you eat my fleſh and drink Cr 
wy blood you have no life in you : (Which 
implies an Inward and Living State of 
the Mind towards God on this Side the | 4 


£ E'Y " 


Grave) I muſt alſolezve with my Con- M 
{iderate Reader, that has any Reliſh or W 
Taſte of Divine Things. = 

2. TheSecond thing he objeQs upon iſ 
our Uſe of this Scripture (Joh» 1. 9.) He 
is our making Coming into the World, to ae 


refer to Men, and not to Chriſt ; which, q 
ſays he, is firſt « Redundancy of Speech; << 
and next dengerons; for it # as if @ Man | V* 
Came 


_— 7? 
? iY 


— _— 
« 


tame from an other World into this: 


Now I would have this Critick know, 
if he can be ignorant of it, That divers 
Learn'd Proteſtant Commentators have ta- 
ken that Way, as have ſome of the Fe- 
thers, and all the Tranſlators that I can _ 
compals, be it into the Latin Verſions, 

or our Vulgar European Tongues; as 

my Reader may pleaſe to ſee at large, in 
a Book of mine, called, The Spirit of 
Truth Vindicated, from p. 52. to p. 624. 
ſo that he muſt allow we are in good 


Company, if miſtaken ; fince ſo many 


Criticks and Cc mmentators are with us ; 
as Singular andErroneous as he is pleas'd 
to repreſent us. But where is the Re- 
dundancy? Why, it is, that every 
Man would have ſerv'd without the 
Words coming znto the World, which 
follow them. No W onderthe is fo chur- 
liſh ro cur Writings, that affords the 
Holy Scripture no more Reſpe&t. IF. 


{he will read feveral Chapters of that 
'belov'd Dilciple's Writings, ard, in- 
deed of many other of the Holy Per;- 


men's, he may, if he pleaſe, make 
the 


the like Exceptions. Thus that Sayin 
in Fob, us'd in the Liturgy, in the Of. 
fice for the Dead, Man that #4 born of a 
Woman, &c. for according to this Cri- 
tick's Learning, Mar had been enough, 
and the Addition, That tis born of 4 Wo- 
24x, dangerous; for that it implies 
there are Men that are not born of Wo- 
men : Which 1 think would not migh- 
tily recommend his Skill or Judgment, 
| - . as his Exception cannot juſtly impeach 
{© the Propriety of the Holy Scriptures. 
”" And if this Adverſary did bzlieve that 


Chriſt made Man, he would believe he 
Evlightens him, as well as made him; 


and that the firſt Ten Verſes of that 
Chapter refer to his Divinity : W hat he 
was in him{elf, and what he was and is 
to Man, as the Word-God, by whom the 
- whole World was made, and Man, in 
an excellent manner, Enlightned, and 
this before any Mention is made of his 
Taking Fleſh, or coming of the Seed 
of Abraham. 


3. But 


| 


ut 


| 
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' 2. But he would have Lighteth,limited 
to Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh; and 
that all were enlightned then by him: 
Now, Iwill not ſay, he was not a you 
ous Light in his Mzziffry and Miracles, 
in his Life and Sfferings ; for if his Dif 
ciples were by him called theLights of the 
World, doubtleſs it may be better ſadef 
him, their Lord and Original, That he 
was the Lizht of the World. But this hin» 
ders not that he ſhould be the Light of 
the World, in a more proper and imme- 
diate manner, by his ſhining in the Un» 
derſtandings of Men, and giving them 


- þ thereby the Knowledge of their Duty to 
God, and one to another. I mult refer 


him to what I have faid in my former 
Book, upon this Head alſo; in anſwer 
to one that deny*d the Pre-exiſtence 'of 
Chriſt, or that he had a Being before he 
was born of the Virgin Mary; in whoſe 
Steps this Man ſeems to tread. If he will 


| read from Page 62 to P.85.and the Rea- 


ſons and numerous Authorities, theſema 

perhaps perſuade him that the gth Verſe 

of the 1ft of John, whiolly relates to the 
+7] F Word 


oe, G4. 


Word before he took Fleſh, and as he is 
the immediate Enlightner of the Souls 
of Men. JI» him was Life, and the Life 
the Light of Men, Verſe 4. This was 
neither Sun, Moon, nor Stars ; nor yet 
the Effet of the Perceptive Faculties of 
our Souls, nor yet any Outward and Mi- 
nifterial Light whatever ; of all which I 
leave the ſober Reader to judge. 

Page 52, 53. As for the groſs Abſur- 
dity that he would run us into, of be- 
ing Be-Godded and Be-Chriſted, according 
to our Principle, he has ſhewn ſuffici- 
ently he does not underſtand it, and 
therefore no matter for his wild Conſe- 
quences, by which he would diſgrace it: 
Burt if by being Be-Chriſted, we are to 
underſtand Divine K jndred and Member- 
JÞip, through true Chriſtening, which is 
the Azoyznting, 1 Joh. 2. 20, 27. we 
ſhall not ſhrink from the Word, becauſe 
of . his Out-crys at us for it. I have al 
ready declar'd what we intend by be- 
ing Enlightened, and that our Principle 
is not capable. of any of the wild Inte- 

rences, this Man, through great Igno- 
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rance or Malice, charges upon it. But 
before I leave this Head, I muſt obferve 
one DiftinQtion of his, Page 54, 55, 56. 
That to himſelf, doubtleſs, looks very 
adroit and determining, viz. That we are 
zot enlightned by what God ts, . but what 
God does. This 1s upon my ſaying, That 
God enlightens Men with his own Light ; 
calling me all to naught for that Phrafe, 
as Unſcriptural, and of a meaitated Tem- 
perament, to amuſe my Readers with : 
Rendring the Light, which we fay trus 
Chriſtians ought to walk by, to be zo 
otherwiſe God's own Light, than the Sun 
and the Rain are his own Sun and Rain: 
Not of his Nature, but of his Creation 
only ; thatTI take to be his meaning, a 


little plainer than he has expreſt it. To 


whichT reply, in that famous and ſuit- 
able Text of the beloved Diſciple, 1 
I. 5, 6, 79. This then is the meſſage 
which we have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, That God is Light, and mm tbim | 
i no Darkneſs at all; if we ſay that we 
have fellowſhip with him, and walk in dark- . 
neſs, me lye and do ot the trath : But if 
"= Fs . Ve 
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we walk in the Light as he is in the 
Light, we have COP one with another, 

the blood of Jeſus Chriit his ſon cleanſ- 
eth ws from all jim. Here I leave him to 
_ conſider of this Light ; whether it be a 
Created One: Such an one, as is not 
what God is, but what God does; and 
ſhall attend his Perverſion of my preſent 


-. Uſe, and our common Senſe of ſeveral 


Scriptures, cited in Favour of our Izward 
Principle: And then ſhall conclude my 
Reply to his pretended Azſwer, to that 


part of my Key, which relates to the 


Light-within. | 

hat I may make the Point plainer to 
the Reader, 1 ſhall firſt lay down the 
Perverſion mention'd in my Key, thenour 
Principle upon it, with thoſe Scriptures, 
he takes Occaſion to twiſt and rurn from 
our trueSenſe andEnd in citing them,and 
of which he is ſo conſcious to himſelf, 
that to anticipate my Reply, he gives it 
for me, asT ſhall anon obſerve, and not 
a great way from our true Senſe. 


Perverl. 


UMI 


Perverſ. The Quakers hold, That the 


L ight within them is God, Chriſt and the 
Holy Spirit ; /o that every Quaker has 
whole God, Chriſt and Holy Spirit 
him ; which « groſs Blaſphemy. Key, P.2.3. 

By this my Reader will fee what we 
except againſt, viz. the Blaſphemy of 
making every Quaker comprehend whole 
God and Chriſt, and Holy Spirit in him. 


Now I muſt deſire him to obſerve what ' 


our Pr;xciple ſays to this Suggeſtion. 
Principle, *This is alſo aMiſtake of their 
<« Belief: They never ſaid, That every 
« Divine Illumination or Manifeſtation of 
* Chriſt, in the Hearts of Men, was 
« whole God, Chriit or the Spirit ; 
« whereby to be guilty of that Groſs and 
« Blaſpheemous Abſurdity, ſome would 
« faſten upon them : But that God, who 
«is Light, or the Word-Chrift, who is 
* Light, the Quickening Spirit, and 
« God over-all, bleſſed Po ever, hath 
*enligtened Mankind with a Mea- 
« ſure of Saving Light : So that the '1l- 
© Iumination 1s from Chriſt, the Divine 
« Word; but not therefore whole God 
FE 3 cc or 
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&« or Chriſt, in every Man, any more 
& than the whole Sun or Air is in every 
« Fouſe or Chamber. "There are no {ſuch 
& harſh and unſcriptural Words in their 
« Writings: It 1s only a frightful Per- 
& verſion Of {ſome of their Enemies, to 
«bring @ Scandal upon their Holy Faith. 
« Yet, #2 4Sexſe, the Scriptures ſay it, 
& and that is their (the Cxakers) Senſe, 
© in which they only ſay the ſame thing. 
& He that « with you ſhalt be in you : 1 
&« well not leave you Comfortleſs, I will come 
«& to you: I inthe and they in us: Chriſt 
&« 72 ws, the Hope of Glory : Unleſs Chriit 
&« be in you ye are Reprobatess Little 
« Children, of whom I travel in Birth 
« again, until Chriit be formed in 
© Yor. 

This ts my Explanation of our Priz- 
ciple, about the Light, from the Perver- 
frors of our Adverlaries: By which the 
uncandid Dealing of this Man muſt be 
very obvious ; ſince, beſides his Silence, 
and that he ſeems to ſhut his Eyes to our 
Explanation and Vindication of what 


. we hold, from what he charges, he 


doubts 
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doubts the Perverſions, by Changing and 
Miſgiving the End for Yi Bi Icri- 
ptures were cited by me: For he makes 
us to quote them, to prove what- we 
expreſsly deny, as a falſe Rwy upon 
us ; and carries them, at leaſt beyond, 
if not againſt the InſtinCt and Reaion of 
their Quotations, -which he knows de- 
ſerves a black Name, ſince they were 
never quoted to prove whoſe God and 
Chriit to be in every May, or to be ſon 
any Man; But that God, Chriſt and 
Spirit were in ſome near manner in the 
People of God. For the very Perverſion 
runs it no farther than the People calld 
Laakers ; that every one of us are ſug- 
geſted to have bart God, and whole 
Chriſt, and the Spirit in us: Which is 
to improve, as I {aid before, upon the ve- 

ry Perverſion, | 
Hear him, Page 58. Chri# ſays not 
here, that any Man, except his Diſciples, 
ſhall have him in them; that Chriit « in 
none but thoſe that are in him; that he is 
not in Reprobates, ſo not in every Man; 
that he was not in the Galatians ; that they | 
F 4 muy -» 
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wo? be new C BELORT'S that have him ; fo 
all againi# W. P's Purpoſe. But what was 


my Purpoſe, IT pray? Hear the Kyy 


ain. 

« Yet, #n 4 Senſe, the Scriptures fay it, 
© and that is their (the Quakers) Senſe, 
& in which they only ſay the ſame thing. 
What Fair or Wile Adverſary wo 
have been guilty of ſo ill a thing, and 
ſo eaſily to be detefted? Is any thing 
plainer than, firſt, "That every Quaker, 
and not every Man is in the Perverſion ? 
Secondly, "That I deny, in the Name of 
that People, any ſuch Blaſphemous Prin- 
ciple, as that every Quaker has whole God 


i him, but much the contrary ; ex- 


plaining our Principle, of which he 
takes no notice. Thirdly, That yet we 
own God, Chriſt and Holy Spirit to be 
in the People calPd Quakers; but that 
it is according to 4 Sex/ſe : What Senſe 
do I fay it ? Why, the Senſe in which 
the Scriptures ſay it. 

| Now, Reager, judge thou, and not 
I, what to call this Man, that with fo 
much Falſhood obtrudes upon us the w 
true{ 


trueſt Things and unworthieſt Abuſes, 
for the Principles of the People calPd 
Quakers. And to ſhew him to himſelf 
yet more plainly, he has | me 
with the means of doing of it, which T 
toucht upon before, viz. That the Qua- 
kers aſe to ſay, None but Believers have 
Chri#t in Union, bat all others have Chrift 
in them, Which at leaſt gives away the 
Point : For if Chriſt be in ſome Senfe 
or other in every Man, yet he 15not ſaid 
by me to be in the foregoing Scriptures, 
in any but Believers. And he makes too 
bold with us alſo, in ſaying, in our 
Name, That Chriſt is in all Men ; for 
we chuſe rather to expreſs our ſelves 
other ways, as, That a Manifeſtation of 
Chri#t « in every Man, or that Chriſt light- 
eth every Man, or that the Light of Chriit 
i within every Man; and in ſo ſaying, I 
have, by many plain Scriptures prov'd, 
That we ſpeak but the Truth, and that 
which 1s every Man's Bleffing : And it 
were well all would prize it, and live up 
to it. For that is the Gift of God to 
Men for their Salvation, and the Con- 

| victions * 
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victions of it, the Day of their YVi/itation, 
And tho* Tradition, Form and Formality, 
in many Countrigs, as well as Wicked- 
neſs, having awaken'd the Underſtand.- 
zngs of People, ſo that they ſeem more 
Solicitous about their Forms, than zeal- 
ouſly obedient to this Divine Principle; 
yet there is none without a Senſe of the 
Reproofs and Convictions of it, more 
or leſs, at one "Time or other : Which 
cannot be without Light, ſince all that is 
reprov*'d is made manifeſt by the Light, 
Eph. 5. 13. But before I cloſe this Sub- 
ject, I muſt touch upon his Interpre 
tation of ſome of thoſe Texts betore 
cited, Page 58, 59. | 
He fays this Paſſage of the Apoſtles, 
Chriit in us, the Hope of Glory, 1s againit 
me, becauſe it was only to Believers that he 
wrote. Grant it, yet why may not Chriſt 
be a Condemner in the Conſciences of 
the Wicked, as well as the Hope of Glo- 
ry in Believers? However, 1t 1s not 
againſt me, {ſince I cited it only to ſhew 
the Enjoyment of Believers: And fince 
he allows Chriſt to be in Believers, [ 
: OPC 


* hope his Light and Spirit are there with 


him, which is more than the Effetts of 


* | the perceptive Powers of their Souls, or 
- | outward Miniſterial Help in the Buſineſs 


of Religion ; a thing he has ſo often de- 
nyed to any but the Holy Penmer, and 


| here and there an extraordinary Perſon, 


that has had the Power of Miracles, to 
Confirm the Truth of his Inſpiration : 
For if he has given us his Son, how much 


more with him ſhall he give us all things? 


So that our Adverſary has herein granted 


what he bas ſo often denyed and op- 


ed. 
Ft like inthat Paſſage of the Apoſtle 
to the Corinthians, 2 Cor 13.15. Unleſs 
Chriit be in you, you are Reprobates. This, 
fays he, proves, no Reprobates have Chriit 
in them; How then ts Chriit in every 
Mar, if he be in none of theſes * But then 
fay I, heis in all but Reprobates by this 
Man's Conceſſion : And we can fay no 
more. For if by Reprobates we are to 
underſtand a Judas State ; a ſeared Con- 
ſcience ; one that has abſolutely crucified 
to himſelf afreſh the Lord of Life 4 
Glo- 


Glory, and has ſinned the Sin againft 
the Holy Ghoſt : In ſhort, an Apoſtat 
or an obſtinate Oppoſer, jand Perwverter of 
the right Way of the Lord; then, 1 
fay, our Principle of Chriſt being in 
ſome Senſe in every Man (viz. as a Light 
Lighting every Man) receives no Dif- 
advantage from his Objection: For, 
therefore, Reprobates have not Chriſt; 
becauſe they have finally blown out the 
Candle, extinguiſh'd Conſcience, and are 
become dead to all Senſe of Religion; 
which is becauſe they have out-liv*d the 
Day of God's Love and Mercy to them: 
They would not be gathered;they would 
have none of him; they would not have 
this Man to reign over them. But then 
all others, by this Text, and this Man's 
arguing from it, have Chriſt in them; 
and ſo 1t makes greatly for us, ſince it 
plainly concludes, That if all that have 
not Chriſt in them are Reprobates, then 


thoſe that arenot Reprobates haveChriſt 


in them; but ſuch 1s every Man that 
cometh into the World, zherefore every 
Man that cometh into the World hath Chriſt 


in 


UMI 
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in him: For, to be ſure, Men come 


[not Reprobates into the World. They 
have a Day of Grace; God calls; his 


Spirit ſtrives; his Long-ſuffering wait- 
eh, as in the Days of Noah, for their 
Repentance. And this is that which 


- [will give the greateſt Weight in the 


Sale againſt the Rebellious, atthe great 
Judgment, that they had a Talent; a 
Seed was fown, Grace did appear, and 


d had Light, but ſuch lov'd Darkneſs 


; rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 


wereevil. The laſt Scripture he would 


: turn upon us is that in the Galatzars ; 


My little Children, of whom I travel in 
Birth again until Chriit be formed in 
yu : * Upon which he ſays, The Perſons 
ſpoken to then, had not Chri#t in them. T hus, 
efays, every Proof I bring contradidts 
my own Concluſion; but then, ſays T, 
the Galatians muſt be at that Time Re- 
probates, by his. "Thus does this Man 
walk in a Circle, and contradict himſelf. 
One Time all but Reprobates have 
Chriſt; another while the Galatians, 
tho' not Reprobates, had hum not. But 
when 
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when he conſiders that there is a gret 
Difference between a Seed, and an Ex, 
a Plant and a Tree, he may better un- 
derftand the Apoſtle, and what he now 


Bays, For the poor Man, after ſo often | 


owing Chrift, to be in the People of 
God, fays, Page 59. But neither in Be- 
Levers is Chrift a Light within. T won: 
der then what he is there, ſince he is the 
Light of the - ns car 1.4, 9. and that 
true Light that lighteth every Man thu 
cometh into the World ; and yet not to be 
a Light within Man, zho' he be withis 
Maz, is{urprizing. T ſhall leaveit with 


my Reader, to do our Principle Juſtice; p 


and I hope he will find reaſon to think I 
have aſſerted no Errors, nor prevaricated 
with my Friends, nor /o## my Point, nor 
acted with Leger-ae-main, or a Meditatel 
Temperament to deceive; and that all the 
Waras of my Key, after his many Strains 
zngs, Wreſtings and Forcings,” keep their 
Places, and anſwer the End for which 
the Key was firſt made (viz.) To open to 
every Common Underſtanding, the Diff 
rence between the Principles of the he 
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talled Quakers, and the Perverſions and 


Miſrepreſentations of their Enemies: Wiſh- 
" ing this Adverſary, for all his Scoffs, 


Scurrility and Abuſe, upon us and our 
Religion, Repentance to Salvation. 


mm 


His Exceptions to our Refuſal of Oaths, 
. And his Arguments for them conſidered, 


e 62. To their (the Quakers 
gy cb about Oaths, I Fn hs 
theſe few 'T houghts, becauſe Trae Speaking 
is n0t only a part of Honeſty, but Religion ; 
therefore not only Honeſty, but Religion is 
engaged, with its full Force to ſupport it ſelf ; 
unleſs Religion may not ſupport it ſelf : 
But if a Man engaze all bus Religion for 
the "ag of a true Speech, he takes an 
Oath. 

If this be true Arguing, then we 
{wear as often as we lay Tea and Nay in 
Evidence, ſince we acknowledge we 
ſtake the Credit of our Religion and 

Con- 
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Conſcience for the Verity of it; and | 


then methinks there needs no more Dif- 
pute in the Matter : For it 1s certain we 
do, and that Swearers can do no more: 


And ſince that is our Principle, it is as | 


binding on us, as Swearing is upon thoſe 


that give themſelves the Liberty of | 


Swearing. But pray let us hear what 
follows. IT ſhall not (fays he) ſift upon 
the Nature of an Oath, but conſider its 
ney in the Political State of Chriſt”s Kzng- 

2. 

Tf he will not inſiſt upon the Nature 
of an Oath, I have no reaſon to infilt up- 
on the Uſe or Diſuſe of it at this Time; 
ſince here it 1s an arguing upon an Inai- 
vidium Vazum; a Nothing. He ſhould 
firſt have aſcertained us what an Oath 
is;. and when that had been adjuſted 
and ſettled, then he ſhould have proved 
ſuch an Oath Lawful, and us unreaſon- 
able for refuſing it upon all accounts. 
However, I will both Obſerve and An- 
{wer his Notions of it. > = þ 


Firſt, he ſays, He carinot underſtand: |\ 
how Swearing can be wholly put down, where |* 


People 


{aches 0y ray” of an'Oarh;) | 
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'People my Fora Me. Las;* as in E Es L 5 
True, unleſsthar Law beRe uh 
requires it. But it is a great 


Thar they' that make a Law ann Re '«; 


pal Ne Legiſlative, rs 
pleaſed. to/ make Tea and- Nay thve: | e | 


may have.it in any Government, ':and.” 7 
wt is what the Pecol le calld Quaker Des «7 
fire in this, for-all of their Communion * 
_ to _ Jem oy =] 
en, the udicatur&1n 9g | 
fits upon Honour, ym not Qaths, © b 
the Houſe of Lords: $0 Commiſtoer 
o& © Or and Terminer, that judge Life; 
, if ever, upon Oarh. 'Sothat 
Ft ck ereia anſwer'd: his Queſtioni;. 
þ. 63. - If aw Order againſt all: Sraring | 
were ot, Iplo' Fure, Yd. He carries 
it- higher than-any Body ever did, - thas- 
Fhave met with; It is with hiny the 
t Hinge or Axletree upon whichRes* |» 
ok turns; and explodes my Reaſon *. 
is Falle, that 1 gave forthe Riſc of Oaths, 
viz.-want of Faith: either in hinmthat 
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E”- Swears, oran him to whom the Oath is 
*#-* > For, ſays he, God the Father Swears jy 
:. bj Son, Heb. 7. where there « infinite | 
-  Faithfulneſs on-both Sides. 

=” --* But fo this I ſay, That, ftritly ſpeak- 


wo 
ooh 


F 8g, Godcannnot be fatd ta Swear, for 
E - be: that Swears Swears by the Greater, 
Heb. 6: x6. {o that 1t is calPd Swearing, 
©” that it nught firike unbelieving Man 
- - with the;{greater Aſſurance of God 
2 Loveto him: And tho* there was Inh- 
= niteFaithfulneſs betweenGod andChriſ 
#-' yetit referring to Man, - it is. termed an 
= Oath, to heighten and augment Mans 
> . Creditand Confidence in God, as to the 
> .. - - means Of his Salvation, and not that God. 
--- . did properly Swear, or-cando fo. 
4. £4 But be tells ws, That Chriſt anſwered 
” - - pon Adjuration before a Judge, which} 
\ - the way of Swearing” in, our Exglib] 
*. Courts. | 
-*-.,Jcannot allow it, ſince he does not 
ove that Chriſt Sware in bis Anſwer;ſ 
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AT it pack to. . 
Prieft ;. as cop What 
| need I anſwer that upon Oath, ich 
thou thy {elf fay'ſt ? Hoſt ok firſt 3G 2 
cuſe me, _ and then query to confirm it? - 
Thou haſt aid. Bat next, If it be ſh 
That it was an Anſwer yſual, afic T0 
Propriety orPeculiarity oft WER = 
& to ſpeak, he ſhould have roved it ;: A 7 
'For as the Words are-in-the WE "oy 
there appears no Oath in them :- But if 
it were as he-ſays, which I cannot gr: 6+ 2 
yet it concludes not againſt us ; f0 2 Y 
a5 he was in the State of a Servant, a 
Jew of the Jews, made and born under 
the Law, Gal. 4. 4. He was to fulfil the. 
"Righteouſneſs of it, and ſo Tas 
aJew; as he did in the Inſtance of C Is 
-cumciſion, the Baſones Ge. .Y Sg aff 

| lus ReſurreQtion we hear nothing EY ': 
- Oath, any more1in Example 1inDo- 
Qtrin, m with other Cuſtoms of the 
Jews, that in old Time was praCti & 
were, as it were, left with the Graves | 
Cloaths behind, and be aſcended, in his | 
| Evangelical Righteouſncl and wo 
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and Vanquiſhing Hell, Death and. YF 


"IF | < th ; Grave, and FS [ in a better Hope, | 


and Tabernacle, © where Te |: 


nd. Nay fueeeded and fuperceeded all 


| Ss : "$0 that the very” Bafis this Man. 


INGs 1 uponis Unſound, andhis Premi- 
frecarions. , How then © :n-he build 


$7 or\conclude'rightly apainft us? 


 Buthe ſays,” The Angels Swear, which 
IP ; conceive is more thanthe knows ; for 
*h6.Body can'think by his Writings he is 


” vey. Converſaht with Good Angels. F 


; However, I'sfant that the Angels have 


2 ſworn, - but that is no Reaſon to conti-. | 
>. nueOaths anion ng Men, if Sores Mis the. F 


FE bleſſed Author of the Chriſtian R 
E hath forbid them: For the An Tea je: 
® wel as Men muft worſhip, 6. 1. 6, 
z Is. herefore Chriſt and not the Angels 
| : = > Werobe follow'd by us; but whenever 
an Angel hath Sworn, it hath been in 
E. Condeſcention” of the Incredulity and 
I® L-itfidence of Man, and to highten his 
©: beat of the Mind and Will of God; 
I "Sa Is s therelore an Inſtance for us, be- 
eu OD cauſe \ 
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| aſe it refers to tn indinpane. I 


t | propoſedas an Reppin 2s 
Y medy oguin int Umreth;' which is: SR 
«@ } theQi 6n,T Truth leaving no'Rdowd fby - 
Swearing, 'which ifits 'Nature is burd 
4 Terrifying of the Mind intotrue Spealed 
ing; as in ſome Countries, in Default | 
_ of Evidence,- they uſe Racks to extort 
Confeſſions from the ſuſpeRed Parties: - 
An Inſtance of which we have near . 
in the Scotch Boots and Tummikins. . 
-" He alledges alſo, That the Apoſtles 
Swore ; + but -he has not. mention Dy 
one of them, nor any Place ; Howes, 
that I may not leave my. Reader as much. : 


| " ' in the Dark as he has done his, I refer + 
'} him to my Book, entituPd, T' he TY 


' Truth Vindicated, from. Pp: 86 to IP... 
' where he may ſee how muchſofter Trans. 
{lations may be given of. the apolics 


0 
"Fy Ta 


* Exprefſionsthan that of our Vu{gar Vers 
| fion. Nevertheleſs, thoſe extraordinazs'® 
ry ways of Speaking were in exraordl 


nary Caſes, and cannot 'be a Rule't 


others, but under the fame Circy o __ S. 


Rances and Authority : And till ;t 


LA 


- wthat 
” - toruſe the Name of the Lord to 1nforce 
- the Verity .0f- Divine Things, and tg 
 makeita Witneſs and Voucher -for us in 
= our Law and Temporal Aﬀairs; A Dt 
E ftinQtion agoldas ſore of the moſt emi- 
©” nent Fathers of the Primitive. Ages of 


were the Caſe, it differs mightily, 


= Garramentdl Oaths: Which is'not true in 
Ay Ho ; for among the Proteſtants of the 
& Eow Countries there is a great People, 
& who inany Caſe will not Swear, as well 
as we, and yet we know no other Name, 


-ean befaved, than that of the Lord Je- 
” fus Chriſt. Again, many of the Fol- 


b giwear in any Caſe; and divers alſo of 
= our Eng/iſþ Martyrs refuſed to ſwear; up- 
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E - But he adds, That a Chriſtians take | 


3, 


E Jowers Of JohnWickliff, who would not . 


ame of Lord, is an Oath ; but | 


Power and Spirit by-wich we | ? 


_ that ſome of the beſt of the Avcient & - 


* lieving it, Unlawful for a Chriſtian Man 3 
. totake an Oath; which in my Treatiſe 


- be hard to ſhew it is ſlight and concludes 
' nothing againſt us. . | ol 
\- Firſt, he ſays, the Expreſſiofi where- . 


bid all Oaths, does frequently, in the + 
j: Law-Books, ſignifie no more than falſe 
'Oaths, or Swearing otherwiſe amils; 
-.34- with Levit. 5.1. 


# 1s rather nt Flea than for him ; 


- higher than that of the Law of 


| Shar Chrilt forbids ſuch Swearing as WW 
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of Oaths may be ſeerrat large. at 

Now, for what he alledges, Why 
Chriſt's Prohibition, Mtth, 5. doth nor 
extend to all Oaths, I think it will not 
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by the particular Law is ſuppos'd to fog--. 1 


aring Masth.'5. 4 
ccleſ. 9.2. Jer: 4 


if Chriſt only forbids what was not aW- | 
ful before, his Righteouſneſs riſes no 2 


23-10. Zgch. 5. 3. Hoſ. 4.2. But 


But it is plain from the Text, Matth;$. 3 
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Liw/ful before, and therefdre more'than - 
the Texts before-mention'd expreſs. 


E-7* Secondly, Page 64. He limits Chriſt's 
2 ofe Oaths which had ng 


E . Sacredneſsin them, bur which the Pha- | 
& _ riſees thought they might, make and Vio- 
E late without Impiety. Fhis alſo 'is a 


meer Conjecute, for which he offers us 
no Proof; the contrary being evident, 
as before; for Chriſt treated 'of Oaths 
that were to be perform'd'to the Lord, 
were they not then Sacred? -*. Y 
- = But, Thirdly, for his Third Particu- 
E lar, it is as unintelligible as his Gipſy Gib; 

4 ey? in Page 10. and he muft explain it | 
- beforeit can beanſwerable, ** gs: 

* His Fourth Parricilr is this, ' When 


> '3t divides-this Prohibition” into its part, 


& 'Matth. 5.25, 36. he dots not divide it 4s 
ag 4:nit Swearing in all Caſes, but fets the © 
= Bew:ds of his Diſtribution directly to oppoſe 
E. thts corrupt Cl of the Pharifees ; for he 


doth not ſay, Ye have heard that it hath 
E been ſaid, Ye ſhall Swearin'Fruth, in . 
 *Righteouſneſs and in Judgment ; Burt 1 
). fay unto ye,: Swear not at all;;* for ſo far 
5 as 


a SS. Os: EATS 
Ss SIDE HJ © ER, 
> WP.- 7 Ws » 


L 48 a n 
"— 
CET 


- 
, 


: 47 Be ea I x = 4 - | 
25 cOfftern'd ſwearing by God the Phariſees 7 
Dottr in was ſound : But what does Chriſt |; 


fay ? Why I fay unto you Swear not at 
a: 


' neither by Heaven, nor by Earth, 


or Jeruſalem, or the Head. Direttly con- 


trary to ſmearing by the Temple,” the Altar, 


the Heavens, which the Phariſees taught to 
be Lawful to do, anil not be bound by*fuch 
kind of Oaths, Which in m _ is 
very Weakand Groſs for if it be plain, 
as it is, that Chriſt forbad ſuch Oarhs as 
men ought not to break, but to perform 
to the Lord, then it was not ſuch Ozths 


as the Phariſees taught to be Lawful to 
J take, and not* be bound by them when 
: they had done. So'that he forbids ſuch 


Oaths as he ſays the Phariſees Doftrin 


was ſound in ; becauſe it was what they 


ought [not to break, but perform to' the 
Lord :* So that Chrift was fo far from 


| limiting his Prohibjtionjeo the Phariſees | 


Oaths, by Heaven, Earth, Jeruſalem or 
the Head ; which this Man fays th 


made not obligatory ,- that he forbids © * 


them, by forbidding thoſe Oaths,” that 


"according to the Ancieht Do&trin of - } 


the 
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* - Page 67. His fifth Allegation 1s every -j 
> Whit as much beſide the matter as. what 
he faid before, wiz. iThat Gif aid not 
 Ccondema ſwearing by Jerwſalem, the Throng, 
the FoateStool, Re: . Holily, but as Vainh 
S i | axd_.Onholily aſed * Which 15 tO exceed 
-..- the Boundsof all other. Writers; ſo very 
© But,now I mult tell him, that he has 
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| old t 
* much wreſted the Text, and perverted | oy 
beart 

rear 


repreſented the Mind and DoQrin of the 
Lord.Jeſus Chriſt.z - for itis evideat, tq 


”  theplainandobvious ſenſe of it, and mik. | ow 
&. . itz JOr 1-1; at, 10 Fires 
--- - every-confiderate Reader, that Chriſt in Þ 


> that Chapter was,nqt. reproving what Ii cþ, 
þ- was Reproveable under the Law ; . nor [2 aJ/ 
E. - was heexhorting. us Auditors and: Dif- Fproh: 
> ciples to live up tothe Ri Ju md, . 

E” -it, which-was the way of the Prophets, '|yword 
” zhat were under that Diſpenſatidn ; but |Gog 
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Adultery Sc. = 


the 1 & 

pupic grantor þ: $. 21, 22, 2 4 
ery 34. .Te = — heardithat it was ot wp I 
hat _ of Ola, time thou. ſhalt not Kjll;, bat + © 


r0t 1 [ay anto y0u, that whoſoever is Angrywith | ! 4 
thy Li oe 7 mites a'Cauſe, ſhall be i dan» 


inl » Ted, whoſoever (tiall 
cd agg re in danger. of Hell- Fire: 
ery #96 y 86, that bang of by them. of 
ng dirs . thou ſbalt-not commit Adultery; 


unto that whoſoever looketh. : J 
gy pages Laſt wk her, hath ' ©: 
£03 ad Aduttry bo her already. i im big © 
ber en Fg x Tis Dana 

aia of 0 «Hs yat 
ſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform thy Ouths 
to the Lord ; 1 fay.a | 


/ Prohibition ako ot er fs; 
f land, if | he does not intend by fs 
ets, Eiyords,.. that 'the Righteouſneſs i the- +; 
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thou ſhalt not commilt Adultery, fays Moſes: 
Thee fu me iid, 

- fays Chrift, Now” this. was no falſe 
_ Glolsof the Phariſees inthat time, . which 
Ehriſt reprehended pr reformed , as this 
Agverſary would fappoſe ; but a plain 
improvement upon'the Rightonſnefs of 
the Law, 2:z. Thou ſhalt not.*For ſwear 
rhy Jelf, but ſhalt perform to the Lord thin 
Oztbs, ſays Moſes. * But I ſay ano. you, 
fmear 70t at all, fays Chriſt ;” neither 7 
Heaven, for it is Gods Throne; 'nor by th 
Earth, for it is his"Foot-ſtool 3. neither by 
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| runs thus ; Thos foxlt not 


Jeruſalem, nor thy Flead, but let your Coma | 


wpunication be Ted," yea, Nay, may ; for 


whatſoever is more than theſe;cometh of evil. 


Uporr which even Bez4 lays, that by for- 
ſwearing, We are not Founderjeand a falſe 


Dath, but that i+.is beſt not to ſwear at al. 


And that what Speeclyis of an higher na- 
ture than this, isx00 much 'and: cometh 


of evil ;*and 7 remelizs, out of. Maimoniaes Þ 


fas; He i5 the beit Man that will upon 


no account ſwear.” And the Annotati-| 


0N-upon this place, 'of a Tranſlation, 
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could not but know, after thoſe Diftins 


Fond-as and Emphatical, Words of hu c 
« yr Fngag Adis 14; But: thy lf: 'Y IX 
les having before been aCtually: exper: 1. 


inthe prafitice of John's Ba 
inopder to call People to the phlar w ut; "pi 


"=P ; [a rarer « thing, comin 
% —YP not of rages; 
ing | Chriſtian Liberts 
3 ptirkede Bo SS ns 
ation ; inas as: ” 
Oh | Praga Miniſtry it. was the peoubar obs: 7 5 
ſervation, (which: Chriſt tells the King-! ©» 
; dom (that Jobn ſaid: was at hand; and: 7; 
which Chriſt cams to; fet.up). was:withs! 4 
ud} our) Conclided the Prophets, ONE bs 
”y thorco the Kore:ranaer of Chrift ," 
bi | i more excelent. Difpenſation. Lay, 
e Reaſon of Peter's Words, Can: any. 
kn farbid Water. &c. referred'.not.-th> 
ls Inſtitutior', Authority or  Farver.of 
_ Water Baptiſm, but to Peter's Caution. 
, (ag Cornelius, that was a Gent ils 'for 
he ſhould give any public Uftaſd; | 
Þ the Jews, whoſe. prejudices! : 
e Gentiles, like ſome Predeſt inargjus Gs. 
G Times, exchided them any. pretince; 
TH>4 infomuch that we-ke@:Bee ! 
*Jer himſelf, without; 2 Viſion, Was 00t' 
yer large enough i in. his Spirit, to.credbiec; 
—_— Conwitions. and. Devotion... 
pp as..uf. he: had. ſaid, ay mg. 
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# , ”y Fl has arte: p $*- 
3, ch:s. the requiſite ; 
| |. =o n of a Trae Chrinig, Kan 3 | JF 
6 "the promiſe of - the Father is to than "3 
F ths Fa far of; -even to-all. that the | 7.” 
"Lord our-God ſhall. call, as well as to | 7. 
- the Seed of Abraha, after the Fleſh, | © 
So that the Reaſon of Peter's ufing thoſe }. N, 
=: words, was not. to: give . Authority to'f 
Water, Baptiſm\-"as: an: Ordinance of tid, 
b  ' Chriſts Kingdom "Buy « ro-excuſe himſelf Þ ©: 
M7 _ ew1ſh exceptioris, that he fear- Þ \... 
- 5a 'be ſcandalized-at his 'owning | | 
-.,- of a Gentile, that, to. them, was Un- oo 
clean, Prophane ahd Reprobate. ce 294; | thi 
® - His other Scripture 'in defence of | q 
F. whatche aſſerts, is Ads g. 18, which. thc 
4; ſays, That: 'Paul received his feght, ant 
= was Baptized by . Ananias. ' But not 4 ; 
= word of Water, is inthe- Text, or the'” 
Or following: Verſes. On the Þþ 
- contrary: there is reaſonto believe it was'F 
I *. not-meant. And Ananias putting” hin bp. 
Y hands on him, ſaid; Brother Saul,  the' 
ks (even Ty us that appeared unto ha 
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+= thou mayeft receive t 
Þ with ay Holy Ghoft ; From 
wud | "ly there fell from his eyes, 4 it. = bw. 
} fcates, and he received” his ſight forthmich, © 
. and aroſe and: was baptized; Now here -- 

> O'} is, rſt; Sight and Holy Gho##to be given 

ofs | t2 Sau), by the Miniſtry -of Amnanias.; . 

| Next, he received Szhr, and was B, 

e/ tized, Now thuſt not this be the nl 

1e þ- tiſm of the Holy Gho#,, ſincebeing 0g 


| tized, are, by the Text made one 4 
Us. Þ Jere ching ? Eſpecially ſince itis paſt all 
. Controverſie , that there was fuch a 
| thing as the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. 
ich .His other Scripture, to prove the Au- 
_ 4] -thoriry. of Water-Baptiſm, among Chri- 


"T began to ſpeak, the Pot G ell on 
te] Elem, As _ at the © a> ia, Zn res 
--j as” " mimbred I the word of the Lord, how that 
bis* he. ſaid, John indeed baptized with Was- 
| ter, but you ſball be baptized with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Foraſmuch: then as God gave 
{mm the like Gift -, he did unto us, who 

believed 
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= believed on the Lord Jeſms Chri#, 
Was T 't het 'Tc ould reſift God A % 

£-- "Which is fo far from weakening, that } 
It confirms our Senſe and Afertion: For | ay 
- the bent of Peter's Words is to juſtifie | +: 
> Himſelf, /in going to, andcommuning | 
-, with the Urcrrcameiſion, and not tovin- | w 
- . dicate Water-Baptiſm. :And-that which | D 


what | 
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& heofferd in his own Vindication to-his | ##/ 
© Brethren, was, 1. 'His Viſion. 2. Cor- | + 
. nelixs's' Righteouſneſs and Devotion. þ m 
>”. And, - 3: God's owning. of 'him, in} 2Ze/ 
that the Holy Gho# 'fell-apop him as.i1 had }- -T 
b. _O them at the Beginning. | Fora/much | th 
= . then, ſays Peter, | 4s God .gave them the | ao 
like Gift, what was T that i- could with: | th 
© fond God? As if hehad ſaid, How | -th; 
* - could T refuſe to own them, and have | - ar, 
Fellowſhip'with theta that God own'l } ' of 
> And had Fellowſhip with, and Giftell Þ -xw' 
and SanCtified, as.well as the-belicving F. -be 
- » Jews? ſpeaking not one Word -1n his F "fo; 
 Accounttothe Brethren, of JW ater-Ba & 22/ 
U. 7/2; But, on the'contrary, he makes:it Þ - he 
-: TJohbws,by way ofDiſtinQtionfromChrifts Þ $4, 
i. Boptiltd,” by remabriag and oapanngt* tis 
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' Jolin indeed baptized: bb W' 


n- | what Tay in my Key; indefenc 
ch } Diſuſs'or Ceſſation of ' *'W ater -* 
tiſm, $e: INS AR: 

- "Page $3, 84. "The. firſt Reaſon he 3 
makes me'give for it, 4s, .-Thutiall Pao. "= 
teſtants are againi#t Figures and Shadows: * 

. -To which he anſwers; But Baptiſm and. 
*the'Lord's Supper being no Figares nor Sha- © 

Þ -dovs, lt Proteſtants are for-them-; unleſs +5 
'the (Quakers are to be accontited Proteſtants, 

' -that aiſown all - Proteft ant Charches, aid 
- -areomw?d by none. This 1s all he quotes... 7 
_ ſofi mine;' and this is what he ſays, 'on 4 
4 what he has quoted :, So that they may 2 
FT -be'of the Nature of Shazows and Figures 
- "for all him; and'confequently that” Pro- 7 
reftants praftiſe againſt-Judgment. - For __ 2 
he only denies;:them to: be 'Feaures 'amnd 4 
| | Shadow), and. leaves us there. But/he 4 
| | had done: well if he had'given'us: his 7 
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En bg Key, whicl [ 
W ys 22. inmy » Which } 
T2RS2 oes what he has cited } 
.- ont of it ;; 012.1 hat Prattice only, is no 
bh fe; ; andthatis all he can allege 
-.4n-favour: of - Johy's Baptiſm, That 
= awhich ſeems my part to perform, tho' 
hs not upon me, is to ſhew, that 
Water-Baptiſm and the Lord's Sap ;; Wn (6 
6 ee: are of: the Nature of - 
ag Shadows, of which Chriſt was; Cake þ 
- Subſtance. | | 
.. Now, that theyare ſo, we -muſt con- 
Sx 'That if Chriſt was. the end & 
_ as John renders him, Matth. eons 
2 3. 30. and Chriſt himſelf {| 
aw, Matth. 11.7 to 12. Then = 


mn was but a Forerunxer,and ſhew-. |. 


ed forth what was to come, that which 
the leaft ir the Kingdom of Heaven ex- Þ| 
#eeded, and therefore not of the King-Þ 


:dom, and conſtquently of no wo ty ÞF. 


Force in Pojnt'of Inſtitution... Tho? by 
. being the Obſervation, peculiar to Tohws [8 
Miniſtry, ithad obtained Credit, and Þ 
therefore was:continued, ex gratis. But | 
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-it.is plain 6 from. Chriff's 03 DA) We th or”, 
h 4 The King. dom. of God came. moe with Obs... ; 
41 + 98 Luke 17.20, Abaiky f 
fore Proteftants ought. tobe. modeſt up 
xt us, with relpett to the Reaſon we ren: -? 
. der ip Pr Ceſſation of lo aa 1 
o Andtho'h cl V8... Me Ou bt not to be a+ i; 
cpnnted Prot ts, that dsſown all Prote=+ ® 
© | ſtant Charches, and are owned by none 2 3 
them : .1-would-have. this Author to. 
X know, We:are True Proteſtants : Prote-... 
© Þ /tznts upon-thoſe Reaſons, that were. . 
the fir# Motives to that CharaQter ; wo 4 
of | -.<2n compare, -1n our | Negatives, 'with 4 
any Species .of Proteſtants. And do. 
& | challengethis Author, without Vanity, 
Upon that Head, begin when he will.” 
| © At:the ſame time, we cannot but 
h | have Charity for the Perſons of Romer 
- Catholicks, and would by that teach . 
"4 themthe Truth and greater Excellency | 
5 of our Religion, | 
* And next, for our diſowning of all 
* Other Proteſtant Churches, and zof be- 
' ng owned by them; firſt it is not upon- 
the ſme Gr ns that the Roman hk 
i © f 


&. 
3 4 . ++ 
+ ZE 
w , 


Fl 


: RM ieut: May ras 4-14 
l Hi ing nor hr age 24- 
Or 1h Ky *cited by -bk-3k- BY 
al 'fittd I o{y deny, under the- Goſpel: | 
£ Neceſſity apd"Servite bo Iiehiinriat ive | 
Wo) y ' forerunrirt Signs : Joyningt9 prog 
ry. ant Act, rr 
blinþ ther! to'one Na as 4} 
| Parra; ; and therefore not a fog | 
+ but Signs of ſomething to come, and' Þ 
i5 accompliſd by the coming theres *F* 
Asthe lowing Words, he'makes, | 
or "Quibble upon, 'phinly ſhew, F ry 
| By 
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viz. That the Nias, of the Gy/pet i bn. 
ks be ah: and Eternal,” But He' 
leaves 
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leaveout, Thoda — 
prottiſe Figures, Signs. 0dShadows,- as 
foo 122: force,.. mich, forerun. Chritt and | 


R' - | his Do/pes/dtion, - wake his Coming nome” | 


edi] | | fe J For then he liad given too 
ty  +Reafon:for aur:Diſtule, andidifaj 


: |. efideavours!to gun upon' me; by. Jerk 
»+ | his Reader: fee that I didinot deny: th + 
In. | Continyanceof all wee. but Prenuncig- 


®. ACHA- e 


_ * the Nature ob Fi gut 6s and Shadows, 2 and * 


therefore, can; have; no Commiſſion to'"* 


For Chriſt; as well as Joke, declares; 


- excellent; Baptiſm. And - one thij 


N; 
| pefperuare 

| ter Baptiſm and the Supper ito bei two:” 
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4 | wherein that. Excellency . of! Chriſt 


97 | Chriſt's, Chriſt's does not excel John's 
 In-Duration ; quite contrary to John's 


S, F 
_ ' own Difcrimination nd Temas wiz. 
_ (Chrift) ſhall increaſe and 1 atereaſe.” "2 
+ | But if it be conſidered, That this Aeivins >. 
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ed: himfelf::of the unfair Advantages he * 


them ; 'of which Etake Was *- 
- Water-Baptifini a Foreraprer of a more: 4 


J Baptiſm conſiſts, is the. þ Sar Omar "of 3 
& -1t;: But-af Johre's. is to. laſt as long as 
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Rnd 9. Naumb.xx.. Pſal. 77. Jer: 


- i tomeof us have faid, * 1n; Temporar and: . 
= Extraordinary Caſes (as that of” res 
- mich, Jonas, Amos, &c.) © That which . 
 <is aCommand to:another:is no Com- 
 *mandto us, unleſs the fame'Spirit re» 


no Law or. Command to;us,- nor are, 
"5 e obliged ro-yicld Obedience to. it; 
zz - 4 tho it be general and perpetual.” Lſay,; 
© "rhey that conſider the Juſtice of. my; Pa- 
& - rallel, and Tnyuſtice of his Infinuation, 
> © will percewcheis not afairEnemy, nor 
E” ought to Itave Credit with his Reader, 
> to our Prejudice. + - 

- Famthen no'more againſt Figures than 
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ry\would make me deny all Signs, as | 
> 32. Juſtas his Friend J. Fa{do, and ſome . | 


= of that Tngenuity, have made us to de- ( 
-- oy all Seriprare Commands, becauſe: | 


= *-quire the fame, or thelikething of us ;; 1 
&- # therefore the Moral Law or Decalogue: } 


We cannot, I know; 
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as | coup!'d-to our very Being, and requiſite. 
77: | Converſe among Men; 
1e . |. But; from this he. falls hard upon. - 
e | me, becauſe Ifay the Goſpel is Inward, 
ſe Þ| Spiritaal, and \Eternal: For, fays he, 
id | without many Figures, . this \ is HoF Senſe, 
6 | andwith them, tw either not trite Or ot to 
h | the Purpoſe. The Goſpel being the new-Co- 
n- | wenant, t neither Inward nor Ontward. 
e&» | Will W.P. never leave talking of Inſide 
| and Outſide, of things that have no Sides? 
ze: '} This Language, I doubt not, will ſound 
re, | harſh; as well as light, to other. Peo-- 
t; {| ple's Ears, as well as ours: And truly he 
y, | a daring and an adventurous Perſan, 
a=! | for tyll: now I thought Truth had an 
1, [Inſide ; If he had read the ,z 1ſt of: Je- © 
Yr þ r7emiah, he would haye found there , 
r, | That the Goſpel 1s an inward State, 
and has an Inſide ;, where God, ſpeak- 
n Þ ing by that Prophet of the Goſpel, or 
V, | New Covenant Time, ſays, Behold the 
«t . | days come that 1 will make a new covenant © 
Ss, $w1th the houſe of Iſracl, and with the houſe 
at Y of Judah: Not according to the covenant. 
q that I made with their fathers in the day 
| that: 
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E=. E ASH rr A hank, to Hei _ po | 
= 'Out- of. ex urrats Fa pt (which my 
_ ek although T was an ttt 
: ante Lord) Bat this pa ; 
-- be the Aibenaxt > rea F will make. with the | 
houſe of Iſrael, After thoſe days, ſaith the | 
- Lord, Þ wil put my Law in their inward. Ny 7 
7 parts, andwrite it 1m their hearts, and'will It 
- be rhetr- God, anal'they ſpall be *my people; [thi 
-. And they ſhall teach no more every ale bus. a; 
E GE Np and every man his brother; 'ſay-" | if” 
2 j Kzow the Lord: * For they fol: all {Witt 
NS Ned me,” from the leatt of fra. wrtd thi. | with 
:  greateit of them, ſaith the Lord: For Þ | chrif 
will forgive their iniquity, and Ewilh re«' 
. membertheir- fin no more. Now: here is Id 
'Trutlepwithuts bath Sides; Truth inits:Jirn 
outward” Apperance, according to the: 4 Col 
low and carnal State of Man : And 'this 
may” be called, comparatively, the Outs {Not 
fide of /Frath. Here alſo we may learn, 4 
That Truth has an Izſide; a moreSpiri- Fit; '+ 
tualand Eternal Part ; and that is what*ICove 
Tcall the Goſpe/ Diſpenſation : Or that hrw/s 
this more Inward and Spiritual-Appea- ſis *y 
rance of the Truth, is the New: Cove»! Wo v9 
bd - | nant 
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od, ro Sl vation. 


if Ihpard,: Spiritaat 
414 Tabs Natirre, "roching canthe':' 

Which” T prefiime, the. Reader will , 
J with ine, 'thinkag abfurd'as well asun-- 
(cri an 'Pupretii6n.s (Re Ae | 
| he hey It 1s" partly Hwa and 
Ee - THhy'it 5s Inwar#-but 
Outwardly expreſt by a godly 
Ce n) Gone and19 far, and ng other- 
1 <!it 'may be ac tobe Outward. 
drdoes this weaken my Aſertion, ' or 
Whe Conſequence I frave obſerved from 
by '; wiz. That the' Goſpel and New 
at*ICovenant, came not with Oun#d'0b- 
__ g . | P” ations; and that} ater-Baptiſm was 
ch; Therefore 230 Ordinance W: the King- 
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dee re 'AS Mat Ts . } haye | 

- - theQutward Part admi Kone tothems | 
- But we have no Evidence of: fuck, Gog- We 
-- .currence of the, Holy, Ghoſt... ah - 
- never found it.w,our ſelves, ar. | | the 
- ſee itinothers,. that are in the. Praftic my 
. of it, but much thecontrary. ; in that |» *: 


Emyy, Pride, btngogry 3:5 38 ON 4M! 
prevail, and. Little of the true Croſs of a 
Chrift, Sel-Denial, - Dying dayly,. or | 2* 
the New Creature appears: How |" 
then docs the Inward. Grace make up hey: 
but one Baptiſm, if it accompany. not Þ' 5: 

Water? But of that I have already, f " 
treated before; and, it is plain, "risbut |f1 
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He Ag theQuettion, . 
a , þ:g0.finding himſelf Lo IT 
a that Paſſage of the Apoſtle Paw] 


L607. E::7: For Chr; {ent me not i} ' 4. 
Byptize but to Preach the Goſpel. Heen« 1 7 
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"|; Ihavealready ſhew'd that Commidſi- 
4 on is miſtaken by him, and that Water 
| 8 noWays-concern'din that Text ; and 
' | that Water-Baptiſm was John's and not 
|.'Chriſts; and that they were not one. 
v7 Harms or inſeparable in their Adm+ 
"© {-miſtration. Alſo, that Practice is 20: is 
a4 4 fi#«tion, and that Water-Baptiſm. is a 
' prenanciative Sign, and has its Accom« 
Je. | Pliſhment in that Baptiſm of the Holy 
"| Ghoſt, ,as Jokp had in Chrif; the ws 

- ad [+ Adminiſtrators of the two Baptiſms.  _ 
au 4* But next, he fays, Paul /poke an Ellip-- 
tabs egantly ; meaning, That he was not 
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